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i BIRTHS. 
On January 21st, at Shanghai, to Mr. and Mrs. 
G. C. Dew, a son. 

On. Januiry 22nd, at Shanghai, the wife of P. | 
WrsTENDokFr, of a daughter. 

Gn February 3rd , at Cliftonia, Macdonnell Road, 
the wife of J. Hoorzsr, of a con. 

2 : DEATHS. 

On January 23rd, at Shanghai, A. J. C. Liaurt- 
BODY, late of Bombala, New South Wales, aged 
86 years. , 

_ Hosp‘t4, Ceonrgs Anpuew Cuarmers, of the 
Chartered ‘Ja: k of India, Australia and China, | 
aged 31 years. - 
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“=. ARRIVAL OF MAILS. 


- ={fhe German Mail of Jenuary 2nd arrived, 
_per the és. Zieten, on Thursday, the 1st instant, 
and thé, French Mail of January 5th arrived, 

, ourane, to-day. 


-FAR EASTERN NEWS. 


a 4 sixth plague case for the year was recorded 
el ee a) _ 
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Supreme Court Se aE 81 | to sell the Philippines to Japan was at once | half ride for twenty sen. 
pines in aaa Drowned ......cc0-sceeesereeeeeewee 82 officially described aa ‘untrue and absurd.” Tt Aprarently Ghiness actovs, like thal Ocoid- 
The Hongkong Land Investment and Agency did not oneaee ee “i, |patal confrerés, can obtain very high salaries 

Co., Lod coe es cae ese seceed ce ee one ene nen es aaeete eee ces 8g | Recessary because @ 1p ze re greally when they attain to some distinction in their 

West Point Building Co.........- .. 84| disturbed by the rumour. profession. A “number one” stage artiste from 

84| Since 1844 there have been ten Colonial |/Canton has, we are told, just been engaged by a 


e 85 | gooretaries, ten Colonial Treasurers, nine Chief |/Jocal Chinese theatre for seven days at the 
., 8¢ | Justices, and ten Attorneys General. There |/handsome remuneration of $500, which scems a 
”” 9g | have been only six Puisno Judges, the first, Mr. | very high figure. Certainly when a eolparigon 
mrcsneuseesscee 86 | Henry Jolin Ball, acting in 1862. is made between the emoluments of Buvopa: 


Canton: Hankow Railway .i.cc..cssscceesccctacteres gee & ’ : ‘ ° . 
* Excise Officer Miedared edegiaitsri seedislaadtcaeaveees a Throne bas wired {o all the provinces strictly | gentleman, judged by the st of salary, is ; 
‘ Hongkong Benevolent Society. o...-ssesseseereeeeeee 83 | prohibiting all sales of ee to foreigners, and | in the front of his profession. oo ie bois 
‘ ongkong Finance 11... semseeeecseesteeeeeeeee 88 | ordering the cancellation of all sales privately T ; cae é Pare. gi fos 
‘The Connaught Reception Committee .......-- sss... : , ie he practice of farming tickets for admission : % 
Bank Official's Tragic Death semen aaa 33 2 made, as theso sales may interfere with project: to the best parts of native theatres has long. 
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C. M. Messer, Assistant Land Officer, BH. H. | ten cents: As the intending visitor cannot 
d’ Aquino, First Clerk, Stamp Office, and S. B.| obtain aticket in any other way heis bound - 
Carne Ross, Cadet. 5 | to pay the enhanced price or content himself — 


having returned their report of their investiga- 


ti t Indian and Australian ports, it has been 16 polls: a 
decided to establish a Port Trast at Kobe, and the practice it is difficult to catoh those eugaged. 


to erect a pier so that deep-sea steamers can 


‘Un January 26th, at the Government Civil Mow Cotton Spinning and Weaving Company 


eekly 


The net profit made by the Japanese Govern- A Chinese saying runs, “The séa has no bounds, 


livarted from the awkwardly situated Hiranuma' 
Ltation. lectric trams are also opening up i 
Kamakura as a residential quartyr. Tramsrun Li 


The Peking and Tientsin Times says the | and Chinese actors, it will be admi{téd that thia es 


with a cheaper and less convenient seat. : Nota ane 
few Chinese make a living in this way,and = © \ 
though the police are endeavouring to suppress ; 


The Japanese committee of investigation 


However, age was ieee ae re ae Ping 
: Roa theatre on Friday night and had to leave a 
sreiyerg aera will be a blow to the) 1 ai) of 825 before he regained his liberty. This 
; tthe Leow K. wasestreated by his failure to appear before the 
The general managers of the Laou Kung! Magistrate next day. * a 
announce that the balance at the credit of profit 
and loss account for 1905 amounts to Tis. 
178,685.28, out of which the board recommend 
a payment of a dividend of T's. 8.00 per share, 
which will absorb Tls. 57,264.00. : 


The Sunday Sun pays a big compliment to 
the men of the China Squadron. It says :—“ Had 
Charles Joseph Bonaparte been in Manila during 
the virit of the British Fleet, it would have 
done his heart good to witness the good behav 
iour of the sailor hosts and their guests. Nq 
arrests were made during the visit of the fleet 
and only three men were left here oa the 
sailing of the visitors for Saigon.” 

_ In consequence of accidents and the resulting 
action of insurance companies, all the Japanesp 
steamer lines are now enlisting the services af 
foreign officers. Instead of heing “ frozen ou M 
gradually, as wes feared at one time, these men 
now find increasing openings in the Japanese 
service. I¢ appears that the Japanese tonnage 
has been growicg faster than tho supply a 
officers, notwithstanding that a three years 
course in the naval school qualifies aman for|s 
commander's “ ticket.” . : 


officials. Then the professors and teachers, ; 


hands of making the boys and girls entrusted 
to them gentlemen and gentlewote 


: GED DECLINE OF prone to des¢ribe that world. :as-rashin 
FREAT GRITAIN— ‘ headlong to ruin. Count. Hrrosawa: may | 
aren é not be.a quack-doctor, but he comes fro: f 
24th Janunry.) °. an. impressionable university, and he seenis 
Awa, Japnnese who passed | to have taken jhis prototypes altogether too | inuc 
I ridge University with some | seriousiy, It is almost safe to assume that’| & fo 
10, bas: recently - revisited | he sprag thse hae the Times Enoycloposdia;: 
qaid ‘some startling things | for the simple reason that be could not'|-1 
dard interviewer, about the | resist the imprevave announcement that |’ 
of the English which he}there was “only one day more.” ‘fhe 
- > thi iced. The Count meant well, } British Empite’s days are not so nearly 
- itis evident,.and his remarks make very | ended as all that. - 


interesting kending ; but we do not think | | Sn 
(6 ‘that. Englishmen will feel particularly ZcAN1 ; 
-4¥ concerned. by. them, either to take offence, ANP OF GERMANY. 
. or to: flee the wrath tocome. -The Japanese (Daily Press, 25th January). bf Jupan, in the event: ofstl 


successful in the late war; h 
oregone conclusion. All the 
ointed to the necessity.of Jap 
some kind of influeiice in-the a 
f that country. In-its:weak 
was bound to continue to be: a: mefidce 
he independence of. Japan as:opening th 
oor to nny ambitious Power = which-:nilj 
step in and take it under its control.” Hav 
succeeded in preventing -Russia‘t t 
go, it was hardly likely that ‘Japat 
be so unmindful of her own -intere 
wllow Corea to retain -a - read 
any ambitious Power. Japan: ha 
-guecessful military operations, tl 
established herself'in the country 
would be ab«ird to imagine® t. 
aving gone Lirongh such o stru, 
vould entirely nbandia the vanta; 
which she hud gained with 
difficulty. At the sume time it wae: Wwe 
known that Japan did not contemplate 
hndertaking greater responsibilities" abroad: 
han were absolutely necessary, well‘know-?)" | 
ug.there would be opposition of a charactér::: 
gue would rather not provoke, if she adopted! +: 
he attitude of having cotiquored: the coun=6i< { 
ry and being entitled, by virtue of‘such¥= |, — 
tonquest, to take it under her control, Are 
middle course was, therefore, gener yn 
bected ag that: which she- would: nati 
Adopt; and -the event has proved that | 
yiew of the subject was correct.: . Accor¢ 
o the declaration made by Marqui 
ondon Japan deprecates any act 
vill have the effect of: overthro 
orean Empire. and has. given: ass 
hut she intends to interfere in: C 


critic of the people among whom he got| In so happensthat the remarks ensuing 
knowledge has } merely turned the talles| follow yesterday's “by fair sequence and 
upon the: averdge writer of books about | succession.” ‘We referred to recent criti- 
Japan. He saw a little, read more, and by | cisms of England and the English, and 
an empiric feat of adjustment, arrived at a | tried to minimise the terrors and tremours 
verdict more imposing than important. Too | aroused by the discoverers of bogies and 
‘fond of ce and not’ fond enough | croakers in getieral. Our point was recently 


-of self-sacrifice, i3 one of his indictments of | ha ily expressed at Dover by the Right 
- Jouw Bury, He bas heard of Cuampen- Heroin le Gaoees Weehai M.P., is 
LAIN, and-blames. the English for buying |-said the danger of our times is, not that-we 
their food from abroad ; he has read the | shall be too idle; but that we shall brutalise 
‘back to the land” agitations of the half- | ourselves by too much worry and excite- 
penny papers, and notes “ the concentration | ment over industry and politics, and thus 
of “the masses in towns;” he has heard | prevent our being in the full sense truly 
quotations from Kretiva and SANpow, | human beings. Extremes either way are 
and regrets ‘the absence of physicul | to be avoided, and we have to attnck one 

: training ; and We cannot guess his in- | ata time. This croaking and worrying has 
li aspiration for lamenting the absence of “the | become quite a vogue of late; hence the 
i: teaching of patriotism.” If any branch of | deprecation. It is not confined to Creat 
learning is neglected in England, we cao | Britain, though. We seem to see signs of 
assire him it is not the cult of -patrivtisin. | it ina pamphlet issued by the Directors 

- Ey Ty Englander is “borna little Liberal | of the Hamburg-America Linie, dealing 

or little Conservative,” it has been said; | with German trade interests in Asia. If 

and it may be added that the infant is nar- | the cronkers on both sides are studied, it at 

tured on patriotism, or what ought to make | onca becomes apparent how exaggerated are 

for. patriotigm., Count Hrrosawa says, | their views. The British ones (and their 

rr * But.I find in your public life a great many | Japanese echo whom we dealt with yester- 
~... Wnen- with nxes to grind in Parliament, in| duy) have it that the Germans are winning 
' the army, ahd.on the Press. There are far| all along the line; the Germans are con- 

. too many legal"men in your Parliament. | vinced that they are being left behind in 
More business ‘men are wanted in both|the race for prosperity. Both cannot be 

-* Houses. The business element is needéd/ right, but both may be mistaken, Besides 
in all Governments, but jin England more | these so-called warnings are generally 
than anywhere.” Columns of comment! uttered with x purpose—a sort of “ hang- 
could be written on that, but as it might: man's whip to hold the wretch in 

lead to one of those intermixable discussions | order.” In the pamphlet referred to, 


A. like “ Do we believe? ” or -“ What is| Herr von Branot, an old China-hand, 
a whisky?” we ‘will leave it as a mental | completely reveracs the aphorism of Count 
_ Stimulant, to be taken “neat.” Our critic: Hinosawa (vide yesterday’s jeader) and 
is still parrot-like in his echoing of the [tells the Germans that they must route 
idiotic suggestion that the Anglo-Japanese ' themselves to recover lost ground; ground 
Alliance (where it implies military help in | lost, by the way, owing “their want of 
India if needed) is a. symptom of decadence. | adaptability in trade!” He particularly 
With equal sense it could be argued that { mentions theirneglect of the cotton industry, 
any nation with paid troops is decadent ; and | for which China offers the biggest market 
that only those with conscription or, better} in the worl, and says this is another 
e- - atill, with every (citizen a fighting-man, are | « gloomy example of their shortsightedness 
- safe. Carried bo its logical end, this | which has been especially disastrous in its 
would make the'Zulus the advance guard of | effect upon German shipping on the coast 

- civilisation. . The Count’s point of view is| of The China. bulk of the pamphlet is 
apparent in the ‘remark, “I do not think | by another hand—an anonymous writer who 
that the commerciaY‘struggle for the markets | states that he resided forty years in China, 


hdministration. In short, :t 
saying that ghe intends:to e 
bf Protectorate over’ Core a 
sstablished by Great Britain: over 3 
t is natural to speculate-whether sn 
krraugement may not, 


gsemble that Protectorate::mor 
han some persons would - 
and that the position - may 
hat nothing short: of virt 
bf the Empire will. be suffi 


if ie : 7 of the Far East will beso injurious.to Ger- | His theme is chiefly the opposition to be} the ends. which:. she ‘has 
. Meany, as.to.England. German. methods of | offered by Japan in China. "Hé points out 
- . trade are efficient, and Germans work harder | that Germany’s share of China's collective | kuown to be are likely 


nder the sway of a - dete 
ike Japan that little by -littl 
which the latter exercises -ma} 
0 points outside its. immedia 
pbject ;-and thus the.indey 


"-; han the:British will consent to do, I think | imports in 1895 was’ 6.2 per cent. of the 
-$he.commercial rivalry between Japan and | total, while in 1904 it was only 5.7 per 
Gres sritain will be acute, and that Britain | cent. Japan’s share, on the other hand, 

= But it is not worth while | only 4.8 per cent. in 1895, had riseu 
Il the melancholy forecast, which | to 198 per cent. in 1904. And. 0 forth. 
more example of the croakings | and so on, with other figures, all of which, 
sounded in British ears | as is well known, while they appear to be |-Wi 
larly during-the last two| able to prove anything, generally prove | p 
nothing.. -Another reference in the same |} 
pamphlet leads us to think that the object |. 
was to encourage the organisation of the big.| his.’ 
P- | German exhibition to be held: at Tsingtau. }-pf 

| That is very proper, and very desirable ; but:;-pe 

‘| the method is|a- dangerous ‘one. The gond + 
‘aud the spur be -overd ‘Wh 


by. any Power. 


en. up Dy aL ; 
eajfancy for so doing. If 
y Japanese teaching to 
t she can hold. her own 
regation Japan will be 
moval: of what forms a 
to.the sif.ty of her own 
It:may, of course, prove that the 
will be abortive, and in 
‘present Protectorate will 
the rtant effect of placing Japan 
tter-position than avy other nation 
aking control of the. country. On the 
z :Corea. can te maintained as an 


e:best that can happen in 
fall concerned is that she 


taken in hand by a nation like. 


‘knows her customs and wants 
80 is aware of what is nece<sary 
rinto line as to her policy 

. What the outcome 
be it is, of course, impossible 
“as matters at present stand, 
ch.has been adopted is that 
nds itself as. the best that 


can be taken. 


THE TRUE GLORY OF KINGS. 

Wo ADEE ep ee 

<1 CDaily Press, 29th January). 

There have been in all ages crowned heads 
who would. have: esteemed it the acme of 
human felicity. to have been able after seven 
-long: years::to take off their crowns, and 
retire:from: business with the sure convic- 
tion: that they had served their country 
: well;and: hid “added honour, not only to 
themselves but to their country: such will be 
” the happy: conditions under which on the 
16th, of. next month President Louser will 
. yield, ap:the-emblems and pomp of royalty. 
- Even-such confirmed and expressed social- 
> ists as.M.:Jaures have nothing to allege 
' .against:his rule, and M. Javezs himself 
stands up in the Chamber of Deputies and 
ia able:to point -to the:contrast between the 
n-which he is received and the 

ginvectives hurled at the heads 

BeExEt in the Reichstag by the 
pe aucellor. Yet Herr. BEBEL's is 
. thelargest;pariy in Germany, and while 
best ae can send to the poll their 
mi 


arty in Russia, which has 
country within measurable 

inction, has fallen under the 

oubtable leader of the Socialist 

ts-to the ominous object 

g-enacted across. the. frontier. 

ygely the. lesson ‘as yet has been un- 
od; anu th 
di ora out.expedient of dragooning 
-if ever-in. history that 
-suecessful,, or had 
idermining the very 


ition,. there can be little 


“ways 


Karser’s advisors still try 


‘That-the folly of Autocracy, as is called 


the fantastic exhibition of disorderly 
bureaucracy under which Russia groads, . 
‘has. come home to the canaille of -the 
nation is. indisputable, but revolution, 
though it may be largely brought about. 
by terror, and through terror may be - led 
to the perpetration of the most sickening 
atrocities, can never succeed in reconstruct. 
ing @ nation until it fall into the hands of a 
leader. . Now it is precisely the want of 
leaders, -or a capacity for leading, that 
renders so singularly ineffective the whole 
system of Russian government. As a na- 
tion the Russian people are devoid of those 
qualities which go towards making a 
country great. Russia, indeed, a few years 
ago looked big on paper. When in 1849 
she sent across the Hungarian frontier 
some thousands of men in uniform, who 


gained a, victory over a few thousands of | 


unorganised and _ insufficiently . armed 
peasants, the world was startled into the 
belief that Russia was a great and ‘formid- 
able Power. The Crimean war, unluckily, 
ag we now see, not carried ‘to its legitimate 
conclusion, showed to those capable of 
seeing that the gigantic show was little 
more effective when put to the test than 
the display of. tiger shields which ‘the: 
Chinese army of half a century ago conceived 
would strike.terror into the hearts of 
European antagonists. Since then Russia 
in arts, as in Civilisation, has been steadily 
retrogressing; in 1877 she indeed, after 
the sacrifice of hundreds of thousands, 
succeeded in eapturing from a poorly 
equipped and ‘disheartened Turkish army 
the fortress of Plevna, but the strain so- 
completely disorganised her that she had 
to yield up at Berlin all the fruits, as she 
considered them, of the disastrous campaign. 
All Russia’s leaders in all time have come 
from the alien races. At the beginning 
of the regime her rulérs, themselves of 
foreign blood, had the ability to recognise 
this, but their successors, the feeble and 
traculent bureaucracy who represent, 
government there in these latter days, have 
been ambitious of kicking down the ladder 
by which their predecessors ascended. This 
is the position which M. Jaurgs and his 


‘companions fail to comprehend. When, 


therefore, M. Javrzs told the meeting of 
the Socialists of Paris that the Russian 
“ Revolution” was distinctly international 
in character he misunderstood the position 
entirely: as a fact the French people have 
no interest one way or other in the emeute 
in that country—which is merely the wrig- 
gling of a people who have congregated 
on the land in numbers so great as to over- 
tax its oapabilities. To support himself 
and wife, the| peasant, according. to 
statistics, needs at least .two acres 
of land; owing to his improvident 
there is only left to him at best 
two and a balf acres, and the odd half 


Ag 
decret sotiety a 
mandarins: He then 
land and exterminate. 
The Government lar 


hes 
the Emperor.” One of these worthies 
man called Coane Hren-cauns,. a. 
man, who led his forces into - the: adje 
ptovince of Saech’wan. He did ‘not 
the Saechwanese,. so’ he determined: to 
tirpate thém ; he killed off a few hund 
thousand of the women, and mirthfully, 
nen of the Egyptian Krrner 
bethetight himself of building a pyramid 


with their little feet. When the imperial . 


general arrived, so complete had been the. 


work, be found no more to slaughter. .. 


But M. Jaures and Herr-Besen can” 


do some good even here. The ways of. his: - 
imperial cousin have a ‘curious fascination . 
for the Kaiser, and M. Javexs warns him | 
that the shattering of the Russian .Throné ~ 
‘would bring down all the other -thfones. . 
in Europe. : This is hardly wise on the. - 
renchman’s part, for the Kaiser already —.° 


as some apprehension to-the sdme affact, 
and is generally credited with a desire :to’ 


follow Nicoxas I.’s example .and send his”; 


ry 


co 
t 


ae: 


troops into Poland. Herr Base is plainly ~ 


iser in his generation, and warns him that - 


should he needlessly interferein his neighe . 


Hour’s affairs, the German proletariate ” 


would ask him, is this a struggle into 


yhich we can throw ourselves? Asa fact - 


long as their occupants keep t fingers: 


gut of their neighbour’s pies. It was .. 
precisely this habitof M, Lovusat’s which , 
snables him to lay down his temporary’. 


rone and retire into private life with the | 
consciousness that he has served hiscountry, 
M. Louser was not born in the purple, but. . 
e has taught those who have! been the . 
averlasting truth that the true glory. of :. 
ings is love of country, and that honeaty of. . 


purpose: which teaches them that honour-. <. 


able dealing is a glory above all the dreams . 
of athbition. ae ee 


PARTNERSHIPS REGISTRATION. ; 


ESE raae “eae l eee) 
- (Daily Press, 30th January.) _ 

“ The trade of this Colony is honeycombe 
vith fraud and ‘deceit.” These words were 
said, not of Hongkong, but of Singapore, 
n connection with the promotion of the 


goes to support his landlord and _ the || 


Chinovnik, who take care to help thes selves | 
to the best. In the pensant’s eyes the 
situation is simple ; relief can only come by 
disburdening the land of the latter ; if the 


watched the course of mercant: 

affairs here that the methods.o 

these have changed: considerab 
egrets to feel that the change 

in the direction. of higher. mi 

have been speaking 

was 8 good deal of-¢ 

Singapore .oppone 

of which will di 

locally, 


2 on.: = A 
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ae | 
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the European thrones are quite_safe~so~>° ~ *. 


g 


eo 


possible to put a solid object so close to the 
eyé that one sees over and under it while it 
remains nebulous if not invisible. The 
ignored fact referred to is that all modern 
business ia conducted on the tacit under- 
standing that the parties thereto are poten- 
tially dishonest, Every formal contract is 
per se an implication that its signatories, 
without it, might not meet their obligations. 
The law affords further safeguards, which, 
while by no means uniformly effective, are 
unanimously accepted as necessary to 
business. The Registration of Partnerships, 
properly devised, is merely an extension of 
an admitted principle ; and it is, therefore, 
sheer nonsense to talk of ite “ demoralising 
the Chinese””—who, by the way, Gespite 
tradition, are no. more to be trusted in a deal 
than the foreign contractor—or to talk of 
its “harassing trade,” or of its “ interference 
with the liberty of the merchant and 
trader.” The best of our laws is an inter- 
ference, and all stipulations whatsoever are 
in the nature of thiugs ‘harassing to any 
rsons liable, either wilfully or involuntari- 

y, to make default. Registration of Part- 
nerships, either general or of Chinese only, 
will not drive away any business that is 
worth keeping, in this or any other Colony. 
Another Singapore objection was that the 
Government finger was n nuisance in the 


commercial pie, which is merely another 
form of ‘the parrot-cry already mentioned. 
The Bankruptcy Ordinance represents a 


very big finger in that same pie, and is 
equally exposed to such an objection. 
- Shifting their ground, and by implication 


abandoning their noble. stand for “ the fair 


fame of the colony,’’ the objectors protested 


that “a new kind of fraud would arise, a 
This seems to us 
more puerile still: since it seems clear thut 


7 every law ever promulgated can be charged 
Th eresiay ‘consequeut. crime, in the 
_ attempt to break or evade it. Indeed, after 


kind of legal fraud.” 


carefully extracting and weighing all the 
cone brought forward af the souttetu port 


we fail to find one with avy more weight than 
the objection that there might be temporary . 


“annoyance and inconvenience ;” and that, 
it will be conceded, does not require serious 


consideration. In the case of the Singapore 
Bill, we read that its main idea is that every 
person who trades under a name which in- 


. dicates that he is iu partnership with an- 


other person, or who trades under a name 
not his own, should be required to register 
the constitution of the partnership, or, if be 
-be a single individual trading under a fancy 
It will 
thug be possible for any one who is asked to 


name, his true place of business, 


give credit to ascertain whether the firm is 
ee of credit. The bill does not propose 
to make any alteration in the existing Eng- 
lish law, except that the penalty for non- 
registration is loss of claim to the benefits of 
partnership, and, on the other hand, inability 
to be sued.’ At Hongkong, a Bill securing 
these points would be hailed with approval ; 
and by pone, we imagine, more tha. .the 
banks, the bankruptcy officials, and the 
‘ business men who deal largely with Chines 
firms. ‘One Singapore gentleman, the Hon. 
Mr, A. Hursensacs, held the opinion that 
it would bejdifficult to find a case of u man 
representing himself to be a partner who is 
not really a: partner. Experience teaches 
us that is, not the correct formula to em- 
ploy ; the trouble is that sometimes men 
‘are represented by others to be partners, 
‘ whén.they are not ; the firm prospers on the 
credit of such representation ; and if things 
go-wrong, it is easy for the lawyers to prove 
that. the man (who may have secretly 
‘derived profit from the firm) never held 
himself out a3 a partner ; and of course he 
. g “thht he authorised any to do so. 


s 
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The ingapore Chinese were said to be 
averse, not to the principle of the Bill, but 
to its form: It is the principle only that 
interests this Colony just now. Would the 
Chinese businéss people regard ‘it favour- | 
|ably? It has been pointed out that Chinese 
mercantile guilds are already in a great 
measure equivalent to such ‘-registra-ion ; 
.they find partnership records useful forthe 
protection of Chinese creditors. © Com. 
pulsory registration, éven without- being 
| penal, would afford similar protection to all. 
There would be fewer. fraudulent link- 
ruptcies; and even if men of straw were 
registered instead of the real partners, who 
would be more likely to saffer—the firms 
that did so, or creditors ? Such firms would 
lose credit.; or if they got credit, those who 
had. trusted men of straw could not very 
well complain if they lost by doing so. At 
present complaints are frequent and numer- 
ous; and the Government ought to re- 
consider the question very carefully without 
loss of time. Why wait for Singapore ? 


CAUSES OF GERMAN 
~ PROSPERITY. 

_ SO 

(Daily Press, 31st January.) 

Very suggestive are the remarks quoted 
in our Hamburg correspondent’s letter 
published to-day.” The Vicowrs, who has 
written for la Revue des Deux Mondes for 
twenty-six vears, und had io addition. 
diplomatic experience, has been an earnest 
student of history, and is, at 58, a mutured 
thinker. ‘The fact that he is a Frenchman 
guarantees to a great extent the strict 
impartiality of his musings on the causes 
and effects of German prosperity; while 
italso enables us to make allowance fo 
the soupgon of exaggeration that migh 
otherwise chill our appreciation of his! 
comments. Le Vicomte Kucene Metcuiox 
DE Voaté shows Fo trace of that Germar 
pessimism whose expression we quoted onl 
the other day; he regards the German 
commercial prosperity as very evident} 


already toppling over the aclinic line. This 
is. certainly in marked contrast to the 
backneyed pleas emanating mutually fro 
Englund and Germany, in thé spirit df 
“Wake up! Weare being beaten in tHe 
race.” ‘The jicture of a “ brotherly con- 
vergence of effort ’ among all the German 
industries seems just a little overdrawh, 
perliaps, and may be put down to the 
Gallic exuberance already allowed for. The 
other picture, suggesting the influence 
of the Karser as pacemaker for tho nation, 
is better worth contemplation. ‘There is/a 
tendency on the part of those not His 
subjects to smile at the energy of the 
‘Imperial Hustler; and it is possible 
that the world has been  underesti- 
mating the value of Wituetm  II,’s 
example. He possesses in bis own. proper | 
person all that “self-reliance, boldness 
of enterprise and consciousness lof 
national greatness,” which we held outl a 
day or two ago as the supreme desiderata : 
and which the Vicomre now mentions |as 
“ those rare gifts.” We maintain that it is 
to these rare gifts that England chiefly 
owes. her greatness; it is not so much that | 
the English have enjoyed qualities superior 
to those of other races, but that they have 
assumed and believed they had, and this 
great fnith has been followed by great works. 
The faith that moves mountains, in shdrt, 
is merely self-confidence. The Vrcosrie’s 
“consciousness of national greatness” is, 
of course, the nationalisation of the /in. 
dividual good conceit. Instead of be ng 
ashamed of the “‘insularism” of which) he 
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is accused, the Briton should therefore :hold “ 
fast to that which is good, his consciousness . 
of ability to maintain supremacy. .. Buf, it: 

may be argued, what of China's arrogance’ 
and self-sufficiency; does the ease of the 
Chinese not present an ‘exception? ~ We do 


not so regard it. ‘The ideal here varies. | 
The brain at the back of all Buropean 
aggrandisement has been ‘thinking 
Emperially,” aiming at material _ conquest 
and achievement; it. has been a good hater: 
as well as a good (self) lover. The Chinesé_ 
conceit has been intellectual superioiity, a 
profuund philosophical: contentment accom- 
panied by a_conteniptuous indifference to-. 
wards aliens., The Vicor notes how a 
successful war encourages those rare gifts 
which have been necessary fo bring it about ; 
and if his mind had been tured this way,. 
he might have indulged in some prophecy, 
with regard to Japan. Thanks to the plague 
of cruakers that has spread over. Britain, 
the British are rapidly jJosing those rate 
gifts which the Germans and the Japanese 
enjoy. The last British war was said to 
have been entered upon with a foolish self- 
confidence. We doubt if it was the old 
national faith which animated the past aod 
gave birth to |‘ the Nenson touch;” if it 
was, it must have been seriously diluted 
and neutralised by those unfortunately not- 
mute inglorious heroes who criticised and- 
called it reprehensible. ff Britain ever 
falls at the lovt of a conqueror its real con- 
queror will have been this wave of pessimism - 
which has been encouraged, to its everlasting 
shame, bya “cheap and nasty” press. The 
terrible reflection cannot be repressed, that 
a nation’s decadence may be started by the 
atrivings of a halfpenny press after 
originality ! men. 
‘THE VICEROY AND TH 
CANTONESE. 


i eee 
(Daily Press, lst February.) . : 
’ By hook or: by crook, says (in effect) the 
Canton Viceroy, the Canton-Hankow 
Railway must be constructed, and that with 


so marked, in fact, that he represents it up | the least possible delay. A  vory able 


translation: of his latest despatch to the 
Cantonese Chamber of Commerce appears 
elsewhere in this issue, from the pen of our 
well-informed correspondent. The Viceregal . 
decision is one that should start the new 
year for us with some show of cheerfulness; — 
but alas! all that glitters is not gold, and . 
there are indications that while His-Chinese 
Excellency has a will, he has not yet found 
a way—or at all events, no way that can be 
called the right way. .The position at 
present is fairly well understood, and needs 
but little recapitulation. The concession is - 


now in the hands of the Chinese, and so far —.- 


as British opinion counts, may be said to 
have been rescued from the a pan only 
to fall into the fire. The line is partly. 
constructed,, and the short séction 
in operation has done so well. as ‘to 
promise great things ‘or the whole tine when- — 
ever it is opened.. Some little capital is 
available to continue the work’ ‘of 
construction ; but at present there is’ very 
little prospect of the rest being forthcoming. © 
The . specigl taxation intended to raise part 

of it bas proved obnoxious, and has confirmed 
the public unwillingness to invest if’’a 
concern so patently under the official’ thumb. 
Viceroy SHum asks for more méetings to 
consider the business, while‘ lie.““is 
still persisting in his old-fashioned - policy 
of suppressing free - discussion. Inthe 
same breath that ‘he’ bids: the members of 
the Chamber of Commerce: convéne” mest- 
inge, he warns them ‘to ‘abstain: from 
disobedience,” by. which, we ‘takeit;-H1s 
Exomiuexcy means there must be no:more © 


Eta gsk 


i 


- criticism of his methods. 
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They are to 
assemble as directed, to say only the 
things expected of them, and to come toa 
decigion as autocratically dictated by him- 
self. With all-his shrewdness and cunning, 
this official can be very simple at such times 


as hia eyes are covered by hoary prejudices, 


He would probably be called a “long-horned 
Tory” if"he belonged’ to another race. In 
the despatch referred.to he seems,to be 
casting round for devices aud forlorn hopes 
like a hard-hunted fox. He endeavours to 
revive the provincial jealousy which is just 
as common in China as antipathy toward 
real foreigners. The Kwangtuug men are 
to bestir themselves lest the Hunan and 
Hupeh folk should step in and put their 
faces to shame by doing the work and 
taking the honour and glory and profits. 
That would be, he points out, a calamity. 
He goes on to hint that his obnoxious 
taxation proposals are a3 unalterable as the 
Medean and Persian laws, that what he 
has said he has said, and that they are 
lifted out of the field of discussion. That 
was scarcely. a soothing preliminary — to 
his invitation to the people-to take up 
shares. In Japan and Europe, says the 


‘voice of the charmer, a railway is promoted 


in the morning and the capital all sub- 
scribed by. evening, so convinced are those 
foreigners. of the lucrativeness of such 
undertakings, 
remedy fdr such an anti-foreign official to 
adopt, the holding up of the foreigner as a 
shining example to his constituents. More 
in keeping with his character is his later 
reference |to the foreigner, whom he repre- 
sents as coveting this ‘absolute certainty 
of enormous profits,” and whose wicked 


cleverness, is such that His ExcE.Lency 


“ cannot shee that foreigners will not 
be tempted to snatch it away from you.” 
This irresistibly reminds us of « nursery 
scene, in jwhich a captious child is induced 
to take its food by the maternal threat to 
give itto pussy. Viceroy Saum’s children 
are not qnite so child-like, however. Yos, 
they reply (or will reply when the Viceroy 
abandons'his habit of locking up those who 
express their opinion) yes. We realise al] 
that. The railway will be a source of profit, 
and we know that foreignera are glad to 
invest their capital in railways. But we 
know also that foreigners retain control of 
the concerns they put their money in. They 
do not have to stand by like jackals while 
the “the lion dines first. You ask us to 


pay the; piper, and you tell us you must 
choose the tune. 


THE NEW CABINET. 
aaa 
(Daily Press, 2ud February.) 
Naturally the formation of a new Gov- 


ernment, at home, especially when 
aceompanied by the almost romantic cir- 


_ cumstances under which Mr... Batrour 


resigued office, excites symatbies through 
the whole British Empire, however slight 
may be the individual apd personal 
interest, involved. With the strife of 
parties, ; Liberal or Conservative, we, of 


. course, :in this little Island Coleny have 


little to do; but the dispocitions of the 
Cabinet over and above their mere party 
predilections may very seriously affect us, 
not only as a Crown Colony, but as 


’ intimately effected by the home relations 


with China. The first is, of course, under 
the Colonial Office ; the second has to say 
to H.j.M. Secretary .of State for Foreign 
Affairs. In both departments the. new 
Government labours under one. grave 
source .of..weakness in being avowedly a 
coalition between the two extreme wings 
of.the-party, those who love to call them. 


gee 


This is indeed a desp:rate, 


| 
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selves Imperialists, and those to whom 
that name, ns in the case of the Primer 
Mixister himself, is a source of loathing. 
The Cabinet indeed contains within itself 
those two irreconcilable elements whose 
internal strife caused the destruction [of 
Gtapsrone’s Cabinet in 1894, and which 
caused the amalgamation of two thitherto 
opposing elements, the Conservatives and 
the Liberal Unionists, under whom clinging 
closely together the. government of the 
Empire has gince been carried on. Curiously 
this combined party has fallen a victim 
to similar elements of discord withjn the 
party itself, though it is. remarkable that 
this new split is in no way coincidpnt 
with the former differences of the thwo 
parties, but is actually at right angles 
with it. 
advantage of this divergence of the two 
sections, and went to the country nominally 
on the question of Free Trade; actually 
merely on the interpretation to be plated 
onthe term, and whether the doctrine of 
accepting a Protection more irksome than 
auything ever before: known was to| be 
accompanied by a process of cheapening 
and debasing, and accepted as a blesging 
to the working man at the expense of |the 
nation at large, and destructive: in the end 
to his own interests. It was, of course, 
easy tor the modern school of pinchheck 
Cobdenists to pose for the instant. as |the 
genuine metal, and this was rendered |the 
easier that the usual swing of the balance 
between the two parties was according to 
the experience of over. a century actunlly 
due. ‘The two superadded have caused 
a revergion quite as marked, thqugh 
in the oppesite direction, as Pont 
that occurred in the General Flection of 
1895. Of what were the general issues [that 
determined the present election it is as| yet 
premature to speak ; the short telegraphic 
summaries which are all we have to depend 
on are by no means clear or consistent, and 
even if they were, it is by no mpans 
certain that either party has as yet hit on 
the right solution. Returning, however, to 
the pomt from which we originally started, 
it is plain that as concerns Hongkong, Hore 
especially in connection with the develop- 
mevt of our interests in China, the|two 
most interesting figures are the two ¢om- 
paratively new men who represent| the 
Colonial and Foreign Offices respectively. 
We use the term “comparatively new” 
advisedly, because neither Lord Etaty nor 
Sir Epwarp Grey are in the wider sense 
unknown, Lord Exern was appojnted 
during Lord RoseBery’s short adminjstra- 
tion in 1894 Viceroy of our greatest depen- 
dency, India, but though appointed Ynder 
a Liberal Government, the greater partion 
of his administration wes passed undgr the 


though not , adn 
who have sat their mark indelibly qn the 
great charge committed to their care Lord 
Eiemr was able to retire with en anced 
honour and reputation from a difficult post 
requiring the exercise of some of the highest 
qualities of statecraft. In his new office 
he will succeed such able and sympathetic 
predecessors as Mr. CHAMBERLAIN and Mr, 
Lrtre.ton, and though to # certain extent 
the dificulties of the post will be thereby 
lessened, in dthers the comparison will tend 
to show any cal weaknesses that may 
be inherent in the man. - Sir WARD 
Grey, of course, stands on a pinnacle of his 
own; he has always more than t e other 
meutbers of his party claimed the night of 
his own convictions, and refused, v hen in 
the office of Under Secretary, to) be led 
blindly even by bis exacting chief, the late 
Mr. GLapstone ; aud in the present jnstance 


Adroitly the Liberal party took | 


Uniorist lead of Lord Satissury, and 
one of the great administraters 


a7 
his intention of carry- 


has boldly announced 


‘ing on his office on the lines laid down by 


Lord Lanspowne; he is in fact the hope’ 
of the Intperialist section of the present 
Cabinet ; but it is, of course, too early to 
judge. how ‘much, or how little, this may. 
portend. On the whole, it is likely: that,. 
notwithstanding the presence in the Govern- 
ment of a wiag whose avowed wishes ally 
them with the Little England party, the 
outside relations of the country will not 
undergo, for some time at least, any very 
onrked change.- The bolder and moré 
straightforward policy pursued by the. 
Unionist party when in office undeniably 
coincided with the wishes of the country nt 
large. This was most conspicuous with re- 
spect to the alliance with France; France, 
for all the little causes of disunion, which 
now and then cropped up, has always been 
a favourite in England;. and the attempt 
has always been made by the people at large 
to minimise any little cause of friction. On 
the whole, the French people have gladly 
responded, and both have. learned by ex- 
perience how manifold more numerous were 
the occasions when hoth interests coincided 
than when they clashed. The alliance of 
France as naturally brings us into pleasant 
lines with the other Latin peoples, and this 


-without requiring any sacrifice of their in- 


dependence of feeling on the part of any. 
In one respect, and that the most important 
in such an understanding, all are agreed. 
and that is in the overpowering desire for 
peace. Russia is momentarily stilled by 
the course of events. What affects her 
most at the present juncture is the necessity 


for putting in order her finances; thie can 


hardly be brought about unless by some 

amelioration of her internal affairs, and all 

this tends to the same end. Whatever, then, 

may be the sentiments of individual mem- 

bers, on: the whole the sitdation’ tends. 
towards a continuation of our late policy, 
and this is probably the real réason that, 
notwithstanding a nominal: reversal of the 
political aspect at home, which in ordinary 
circumstances would betoken a grave 
political danger, the change is looked 
upon without any grave symptoms . of 
apprehension. .England has within the pre- 
sent generation passed through far more 
dangerous crises, and there is little reason 
to apprehend that the sun of her ee 
his as yet come within auy measurable 
distance of setting. 


A QUESTION OF GENERAL’ 
- INTEREST, 


: _—-o-— --— ‘ 
(Daily Press, 3rd February.) 

A re good Bridge-players good for any- 
thing else? ‘That is the question which, 
with various answers, was echoed from 
Great Britain by a recent mail delivery. 
Put in a less blunt phraseology, “ Does 
aptitude for card-playing denote general, 
intelligence?” the question is said by Mr. 
Basiz Tozer in The Monthly Review (Lon- 


‘don: Joun Murray) to have evoked “a 


controversy almost as fierce as if some vital 
point to do with politics or religion had 
been broached.” It prompted him to write 
to a number of prominent people, asking 
for their opinions on the matter. Mr. F. 
G. AFLALo, editor of the Encyclopedia of 
Sport,. very fairly admitted: that he: had 
given up card playing “before the modern 
cult of Bridge fell heavily on the land,” 
and that it was therefore easy “ to condemn 
a wenkness which one is free of.’ But: if. 
his cpinion were really wanted, it was that 
good card players were not ‘necessarily of 
more than average intelligence.: Many 
clever people had’ been known for their 
devotion to cards; but, most certainly 
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their bereavement. 


Treaty Port of China.—l Mr. 


est flowering plant from any 
1 the New Territory—No ex- 


88%] —Best group of flowering and 
plants—1, Mr. Ho Kom-tung. 


Gardens—1, Mr. Babington. 

est three flowering or foliage 
s.jn|‘pota? open to N.C.O.’s and Men of 
Garrison of Hongkong—l, Sergt, Allen, 


ate 


Best arrangement of cut flowers 
according to the rules of Japanese 
exhibits, Beye « 
‘LXXI=Neatest Garden in the Colony 
Chau Lup-chea; 2, Mr. Ho Tung, 
Class -L.X:XII—Best group of China New 
“Year Pldnts—-1, Tsing Lun-un. F . 
__ At five o'cléck the prizes wore presented to 
- the successful compotitors by H.E. the Governor 
in tho presence of a large “assembly, 
Sir: Francis Piacorr (the President) said— 
i His Excellency to present the 


—~1, Ma 


pris 
His EXCELLEWoy then handed the prizes to 
the ‘winters, at the ‘conclusion of which he said 
—I think the show is a very satisfactory one 
for‘a first start. I hope next year if will be 
still better (applause). We are indebted to 
Six-Francis Piggott, Mr. Barton, and the other 
_gentlemén of the committee for the excellent 
arrangéiients they have made which have con- 

tributed|to'the ‘success of the show (applause). 
Sir Francois Pracorr—I am sure you wish 
your thanks to His Excellency for 
presiding. this afternoon. In name of the 
visitoi‘s jand also in name of the Society, I beg 
to thank yon, sir, very heartily for your presence 
this:afternoon (applause). 

This terminated the formal proceedings and 
Ea itors: continued their inspection of the 


ve 4 UV ILL—-Best collection of vegetables |. 


pl 
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: The Hon. Dr. ‘Ho-Kat ssid—Sir,— 


profound respect and-sympsathy. I riseto second | 1 


the resolution-which Your .Excellency has just 
so feelingly. proposed to this Council.. We have 
been so long accustomed to regard the pereons 


of Their Most Gracious Majesties the King | 4 


and Queen. with affection and esteem that 
whatever affects them in-the smallest degree is 
sure to call forth a corresponding feeling oa 
our part. On the present occasion, Their 


‘Majesties’ recent sad bereavement is felt by all 


British subjects throughout the Colony with a 


.|-kesn sense of sorrow and sympathy. And the 


resolution before us is but a humble expréssion 
of that sentiment of regret and sympathy. I 
beg, therefore, to second the resolution. 


HONGKONG ST. ANDREW’S 
~ SOCIETY. 


—___ 
SCOTCH CONCERT. 

It was only to be expected that the Scotch 
community in Hongkong would not let the 
25th of January pass without in some form 
commemorating the birthday of their national 
bard, but this year there were very good reasons 
for not holding the celebration on Jan. 25th 
and so the concert, arranged by the St. Andrew's 
Society, took place on Jauuary 27th in St. 


‘George's Hall. There was.a good attendance— 


though near the platform were a number of 
empty seats labelled reserve—H. E. Major 
General and Mra Villiers Hatton and the 
Hon. Mr. and Mrs, Gershom Stewart were 
present. The -conocert, with one exception, 
wax thoroughly Scotch, the place of honour 
being accorded the lyrics and ballads of Robert 
Burns, whose memory is being kept green by 
“ Soots the warl o'er’ in various ways at. this 
time, and while the programme gave uadoubted 
satisfaction one could-nos fail to note the 
omission of a song which is associated with all 
Burns celebrations.. We refer to the one where 
the poet sings of his own birth, “ There was a 
lad was born in Kyle.” However, thera was 
Little to call for oriticism in the concert, which 
afforded genuine pleasure to all who wers pre- 
sent and to many recalled memories of 
“ auld lang syne.” 

The band of the 2nd West Kent Regiment 
opened the programme with “ Reminiscences of 
Scotland.” Beginning most appropriately 
with the rational song ‘ Scots wha hae,” they 
played a delightful series of Scotch airs, both 
martial: and sentimental, in the most artistio 
manner. They also drew npon the Gaelic 
muse and introduced a very effective imitation 
of bagpipe accompaniment, the effect of which 


ing,” .and the “Brae 

as an encore, “Mrs.: GE 

a persona grata~:at’ Hongkon 

seotied to surpass all: her previous effo 

Saturday night.- She «sang: “Auld: Robin 

Gray” in a manner which brought. he 

pathos of Lady Lindsay's famous soug, 

appealed so strongly to her: nuditors tha 

insisted on her re-appearance, whian si 

with “ Here’s to the year that’s awa: a 

song “Ye banks and brass,” ‘was not :quite 

faultless, and recalled the advice: ofa ‘writer: = 

who said it was-a mistake to “sing s-Seottish 

song as if it were a mixture of English and a 

foreign language.” aoe be 
Again tho band of the Wost Konte, unde 

Bandmaster McKelvie, stirred the audience: 

the greatest enthusiasm when they prefaced the <. 

second part of the programme with the fantasia. 


“ Sootland’s Pride.” The concluding air,“ Will. 


ye no come back. again,” had tobe: repeated... 
before the audience wore satisfied. -“ Scots wha” 
hae’ was well rendered by the male: choir,.. _ 
Mrs. Ough met with such success in her.play-.. - 
‘ing of two violin solos that her re-appearance. 
was demanded. 


expressive rendering of “ The deil’s awa wi’ the®: 
exciszeman,” and he also was recalled, singing :« 


“Maggie Lauder” with rare..effect. ‘Phe... a! 


sweet contralto voice of Mrs. Wood. twaa.. 
again heard to advantage in “(Gala Water,”:_ 
and ae 

while Mrs. Gordon repeated her: ‘earlier. - 
success in “ GLochnagar,’ complying ..with” 
a recall by giving Lady Nairno'’s “ Auld... 
Hoose.” The singing of “ Auld Lang Syne” : 
by the ehoir, joined in by the audience, «. 
brought the programme to an end, and the. 
proceedings clesed with the National Anthem... 
Undoubtedly the concert was most enjoyable, 
and the Society are to be congratulated on 
their weleome contribution to’ the public - 
intertainment. ate nt! 


ST. JOHN'S CATHEDRAL, 
Ata meeting of. the, seatholders and | ohareh. 


body of St. John’s Cathedral, held at the City 
Hall on the 29th Janusy, the retiring body, 


Mr. A. D. Galloway’ ‘soon’ a 
gained the favour of his hearers with’his’ =~ 


fond kiss,” sung as an -encore, - 


tutated on / ~ 


which comprised His Lordship the Bishop of: eee 
Victoris, the Senior Chaplain (the Rev. F. T,* | 
Johnson), Hon. Captain L. A. W. Barnes:: 
Lawrence, Mr. W. Acmstrong, Mr. “H W.- si 
Slade, Hon. Dr. F. W. Clark, Mr. A. Beyer, >. |. 
Hon. Secretary, and Mr. J. Whittal,.-Hon. o> |; 
Treasurer, was re-elected, and Mr. J. C. Peter::.. 
was re-appointed auditor. 7 Le ere 
Mr. Wuirtat, Hon. Treasurer, stated that... 
the year closed with a balance of $450 leas than ©) 
last year, but in view of the necessary spevial..” ; 
atpenditure, this could not be onsidered other 
than satisfactory. ole, Ade 
The Rev. . T. JOHNSON referred to. the 
lamented deaths of the late organist. of. the 
Cathedral, Mr. A. G. Ward, and of Mr. H: 
White, who was for ten years prior. to hig 
resignation verger of ‘the Cathedral. Mr. 


KONG LEGISLATIVE | was to inspire au occasional “hooch” from a per- 
e fervid Soot. That, in the early part of the 
evening, mustindeed ba regardedas ahigh tribute 
of appreciation. “ Auld Lang Syne" wasa grand 
culmination to the selections, and the applause 
which ensued was extremely enthusiastic. The 
male choir next occupied the stage. It was 
composed of Messrs. L. Broughall. P. Dow, 
and E. Paine, first tenors; Messrs. A. J. 
Darby, G. H. Edwards, Dr. C. Forsyth, 
Mesers. L. D. Philpot and H. S. Wynne, 
second tenors ; Messrs, J. U. Auld, F, Austin, 
F. A. Biden, W. E. Leckie, J. A. Young, 
and W. J. Terill, tirst basses; Messrs. W. 
Arwstrong, Bullock, A. G. Roberts, and 
F. W. Warre, second basses; with Mr. Geo. 
Grimble as accompanist. They  essayed 
very successfully Sir Walter Scott's “Hail a ithedra| 
to the Chief,” and were heartily applauded. Ward had been over eight and @-balf years in 
Mr. W. E. Leckie scored a decided success with | charge of the organ at the Cathedral, and: was 
his rendering of “Mary Morison,” a simple; most popular man in a 
straightforward air sung in a most effective | of friends, and very shortly 
manner. He was encored, but contented him- ; tablot would be erected inthe C 5! 
self with bowing his acknowledgments. Mrs.; his momory. In conclusion, the speak 
David Wood selected two of Burns’ finest song's | that very cordial : votes «of thinks: be 
for her contribution. Unfortanately the 
accompanist and the artiste found thamselves in 
disagreement in the first, “John Anderson, my 
Jo.” with the inevitable result that the vocalist 
suffered and the song was spoiled. A happier 
l.state of affairs prevailed -in the second, and | 
“ Cla’ the ewes to the knowes” was faultlessly 
+-|-yendered., . A departare from ‘the printed | 
| orecscone s enei P| 
ich: an w on C) orm, aud o: 
ths D “it Roald hardly ~ be | Mr. A..G. Ward 


i - thei vs erformance adel Cars so a = = - 
a NG aible Lo speak: too highly. rr Willie brewed a “of Mr. Denman F' 


9 exception of the Hon. Mr. R. 


Hf, EB. Pollock, K.C., had taken 
‘assumed his seat, His Excellency 
¥ addressed the Council and moved 

re 1,. which was seconded by Dr. Ho Kal, 
d-was passed uvanimously. The remarks of 
‘His Excellency and Dr. Ho Kai are appended. 
The Council then adjourned sine die, 
. His: Excertency:said—Gentlemen, It has 
duty to summon you-here to-day to 
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. LECTURE BY HON. DB, CLARK: 
 Atthe City Hallion Feb. 2nd the Hon. Dr. 
Clark discoursed. in-an attractive manner on 
“Law in the days of Dickens, as illustrated hy 
‘qnotations from his works.”. Tho leoture, given 
sander the auspices of the Hongkong Odd 
. Volumes’ Society, was listened to with manifest 
appreciation by a good audience. 

Sir Henry BeERKsLEY, who presided, 
introduced. Dr. Clark, and remarked that while 
it was risky t6 prophesy before the event he 
felt safe in assuring those present of an interest- 
ing lecture that evening. 

‘The Hon. Dr. Clark began his lecture by | 
remarking that it would come as a surprise to 
many to-learn that the progress meade during 
the Victorian era in the administration of thaf* 
most conservative of all professions, the Law, 
was perhaps even more marvellous than the 
advance made in science during the same period. 
As “literature” was the watchword of the 
Society, he felt that he could not better illus- 
trate the changes that had faken place in our 
legal institutions than by quotations from 
the author -who, he was. sure, was known 
and beloved by all of them. Ho was glad that 
Dickens said very little about the criminal laws 
of his day, although when he was born in 1812 
there were considerably more than 100) crimes 
punishable by death, such, for instance, as steal- 
ing from the person anything gr. ater in value 
than asbilling, stealing from bleaching grounds 
fraudulently personating a Greenwich pension- 
er, forging: bank notes, and so on. ,The execu- 
tion of criminals in public wes not abolished 
until 1868, In 1849 Dickens was present at the 
public execution of Mr. and Mrs Manning, 
which was viewed by a dense crowd of men 
and women, boys and girls, whose behaviour was 
go revolting that he denounced the terrible scene 
in eloquent terms in a series of letters to the 
Times, Continuing, the lecturer said he was 
concerned more particularly with the change in 

civil Jaw, and remarked. that there was perhaps 
no atithor whose writings had had such a pro- 
nounced influence upor the administration of 
civil taw, particularly the law of equity, than 
Dickens. Dealing first with the evils and 
injustices that prevailed in the olden times in 
the administration of estates, Dr. Clirk read 

quotations from “Bleak House * in illustration, 
and pointed out that by the passing of the 

Judicature Acts of 1875 we had now an equity 

of jurisdiction which was es simple and as 
straightforward .as that of the Common Law 

Courts. Turniug to the treatment of debtors 
in the days of Dickens and contrasting it with 

what obtained at the present time, he read the 
-novelist’s descriptions of London prisons, 
related Pickwick’s experiences in Fleet Prison, 
and mentioned that imprisonment for debt was 
not abolished uotil 1869, the year before 

Dickens breathed his last. He thought there 
could be little doubt that ‘Dickens’ graphic pen 
did much to bring about that greatly needed 
reform inour laws, which substituted bankruptcy 
for imprisonment. It was interesting to 

remember that the Romans substituted bank- 

ruptey for the arrest of the person of the 
debtor in the time of Julius Crsar, so that the 

English jurists of Dickens’ days were nearly 
1900 years behind the times and no doubt con- 

atulated themselves on their hoary conserva- 
“ tism, It was not to be supposed that bankruptcy 
was unknown in English Jaw until 1869, and 
he recalled the seene in “ Nicholas Nickleby” 
when the brokérs entered the Mantallinni 
establishment, bat the Bankruptcy Court was 


_ only open. to traders, professional men and 


farmers. Artisans were not tradera and should 
they. become bankrupt were regarded almost as 
criminals and had to languish in a debtors’ 
prison until someone paid their debts. Another 
lega] . phase which had undergone extensive 
tran eformation since the days of Dickens was the 


separate property of married women. In those 
rie m Wits could acquire no personal property, 
could not make contracts, and all her earnings 
belonged absolutely to her husband. That. was 
the'old Common Law conception of the unity 
ft id wife, the wife’s identity being 
absorbed in that of her husband, 

mild: by “will even deprive her of the 
sare their children after hisdeath. This, 


' however, was altered 


the Married Women’s 
Property Acts of 1870, 1874, 1882 and 1893. 
She can now sue and be sued in her own name, 
enter into contracts, and has _ absolute 
control of her own earnings. Proceeding, 
Dr. Clark read an account of the ciroum- 
stances which led to the famous trial— 
Bardell v. Pickwick, and commented on the fact 
that in that case neither the plaintiff nor the 
defendant were called as wifnesses, In those 
days the luw thought it impossible for any one 
involved in a law suit, either on the one side or 
the other, to tell the truth, even under oath, and 
it was not until 1852, or 16 years after “the 
Pickwick Papers” wére written, that interested 
parties were allowed to give evidence ia civil 
suits, while only as recently as 1890 it was not 
possible for prisoners to give evidence on their 
own behalf. The change was gradually brought 
about on much the same principle as one tries a 
new physic first on the dog—at least that was the 
popular supposition; for about this time the new" 
County Courts were established, and it was 
resolved to let those courts hear interested. 
parties. If it was proved that the experiment 
worked well then if would be extended to the 
higher courts. The results were most success- 
ful and in 1851 Lord Brougham carried his 
famous Act against the opposition of the Lord 
Chancellor and many of the legal bigwigs. In 
conclusion, he referred to Dickens’ association 
with the Bar, and declared he would no donbt 
have been a great lawyer had he not been a 
greater writer. 

Sir Henry Berkeley proposed a vote of 
thanks to the lecturer, which was heartily 


- aocorded, 


HONGKONG CORINTHIAN 
YACHT CLUB. 
a es 
OPENING OF NEW CLUB HOUSK. 

The Hongkong Corinthian Yacht Club 
celebrated an interesting-event in their rather 
short history on the 27th January by the 
formal opening of their new premises at Praya 
East. Naturally the occasion brought out a 
fairly large attendance of members and friends, 
so that there was quite a numerous assembly to 
acclaim Mrs. Francis Clark, wife of the 
Commodore, when she performed the opening 
ceremony. 

The club house itself was the subject of 
expressions of appreciation and congratulations 
to the members. Situated almost in front of 
No. 2 Police Station and built in bungalow 
fasbion, the structure is very neat and 
compact. A movable partilion marks off 
the dressing room, while the convenience 
required by yachtsmen are provided—there 
being a loft for storing sails, lockers, etc., 
and in all respects the club house is admirably 
adapted for its purposes. Itis raised from the 
ground a few feet, and on descending the steps 
at the rear one notes with approval the fine flag 
staff with its signalling apparatus. The whole, 
it should be added, is enclosed by a wooden 
railing. 

Among those present on [Saturday afternoon 
were Hon. Dr. and Mrs. Francis Clark, Mrs. 
Jordan, Mrs. Haynes, Mrs. Hands, Mrs. Harton, 
Mrs. Hill, Messrs. BE. M. Hazeland (vice-commo- 
dore), J. J. Stubbings (secretary), J. Reidie. 
F. Allen. W. A. Crake, F. C. Casey, H. Gidley, 
E. F. Gibson, F. Howell, A. W. Hill, W. a 
Woolley, W. Davison, A. A. Souza, R. Hnd- 
son, J. Hands, M MclIvor, A. McKirdy, E. J. 
Mengens, J. W. Osborne, G. Taylor, and others. 

Mr. Haseland called on Mrs. Clark, who had 
kindly consented to open the new club house. 

Mrs. Clark said—Ladies and Gentlemen,— 
The Coriothian Yacht Club is a very young 
one, having been been formed as recently as 
the latter part of 1904, but I believe it already 
boasts a membership of over 120. The Com- 
mittee are to be congratulated upon having 
provided you with such comforlable quarters 
within the brief space of 15 mouths. I am told 
that the aim of the club is to provide sport for 
a less expensive class of boats than the 24 raters 


and.in this they have succeeded, by the estab- | 


lishment of a one-design class rating at about 
21 with a sail area limited to 250 sq. ft., which 
can be bnilt for less than one-fifth the cost of 
the 24 raters. The popularity of the club has 
necessitated the starting of a handicap or 
cruiser class for the encouragement of those 


use). 
wires 


house open (applause). sal og wade 

The flaga on the flag staff were then hoisted 
‘amid the applause of the members, after which 
Mr. Hazeland presented a beautiful bouquet to, 
Mrs. Clark, who made a suitable response. =~ 

The cup p:esented by the Commodore (Hon. 
Dr. Clark) was then presented by Mrs. Clark 
to Mr. Hands. ; 

Tea was dispensed and a race for ten one 


design boats for priaes presented by boat-owning 


members followed, the boats being managed by 
boys. The first prias went to the boat owned 
by Mr. McIvor. : 


Ee a 


HONGKONG Y.M.C.A. | 


The annual meeting of the European Depart- 
ment of the Hongkong Young Men’s Christian 
Association was held on Feb. 2 in the Associa- 


tion Rooms, Alexandra Buildings. The report — 
of the retiring committee of management was - 


accepted. It showed that the affairs of the © 
Association were in a satis{fotory condition 
and that the various activities, social, religious’ 
athletic and educational were progressing. 
During the year 105 new members were received 
and 99 members had resigned or left the Colony.. 
The present membership is 161. The report 
also stated that a much larger number ‘of mem- 
bers were making use of the rooms than 
formerly, and that the lectures, library, reading 
and games rooms were becoming more attractive 
to numbers of young men, ‘The religious work 


was becoming strengthened and its infldence + 


was more widoly felt, Football, tennis, walking, 
and during the summer bathing, afforded. 
healthful exercise. The financial condition of 
the Association was encouraging. There: was, 
a debit balance of about $600, but . this 
amount was more than covered. - Sit Se 
The following gentlemen were elected as.a 
Committee of Management for 1906 :—-Messrs. 
P. H. Holyoak, H. Hursthouse, G, Pieroy,:C.. 
8. N. Williams, J. Dyer Ball, G. B. Woodward, 
E. E. Cocks, G. Searle, N. Wilson, Pp. L. 
Brown, E. C. Lewis, W. B. Craig, and H. Sykes. 


ed 


HONGKONG CHINESE: ¥.MC.A, 


DONATION TOWARDS A DORMITORY AND _ 
CLUB HOUSE. =. 
The annual meeting of this Association was. 
held on Jan. 30 in the ¥.M.C.A, Rooms, 26,: 
Des Voux Road Central, Mr. F. C. Mow Fung, | 


Chairman of the Chinese Branch, presiding. 


Mr. C. H. Lee, the recording secretary, read the 
annual report, which we are ebliged to ‘hol 
over until to-morrow, 


Mr CC. C.. Rutledge, ‘the . acti 


Seung . 
general secretary, reported on the ‘progress — 


of the general ation, 


ee 


ee 


. F.-P.: Hett 
# Goldring) for defendant. 


ees of the Kowloon Docks have 


Chine mpley 
petitioned. 19 Association to form a branch at 
A Me. 


UPREME COURT. 


=. |B 
ak * Monday, January 29th 


fx’ Summary Joprispicrion. 


Beroke Mr. A. G. Wise (Puisne JUpDGz). 
aa NOT AN EARLY RISER. 

_Mak~Yaeh-ting sued Chan Hon-kai for 
$896." Mr.‘E. J. Grist appeared for plaintiff. 
On the case being called, - 

Mr. F.-P. Hett (of Messrs. Brutton, Hott 
and Goldring) said—I have been retained by 
defendant, but ‘have not received any instruct- 
tions régarding this case; IT expect them any 
moment ‘now. If your Lordship could allow 
this caxe to.stand over— 

- Mr.Grist—I will take judgment with a stay 
of execution and if my friend 18 instructed the 
case cai go into the next list. 

The! Puisne Judge—Well, prove your case. 

Mr.) Grist—I would rather not; I know 
nothing- about the defendant; he might run 


Way. ' >. 
Mr.|Hett—He isa large property owner in 
the Colony. 

Mr.'Boanar—He has been sued for his rates 
(laughter). 

At this stage a clerk handed Mr. Hett a 
‘piece of paper, upon perusal of which Mr. Hett | 
sdid—-T have been instructed to ask for an 
adjournment, : 

Th a Judge—Who instructed you, 


your aler : 
Mr; Hett—I wrote to the defendant, but he 
does not get out of bed until three o’clock. 
‘The Puisne Judge—Well, fix the case for the 
morning, then (laughter). Can he get up early 
foroneeP =~ 
Mr: Hett thought he could, and the hearing 
of the action was-fixed accordingly. 


Tuesday, January 30th 


. 


In SUMMARY JURISDICTION. 


BRFORE Mr. A. G, WIsE (PUISNE JUDGE), 


| + NOT ‘AN EARLY RISER. - 

‘The casa in which Mak Yaeh-ting sued Chon. 
Hon-kai for $826 again oame before his Hononr. 
Mr. EB. J. Grist appeared for plaintiff, and Mr. 
(of Megers..Brutton, Hett and 
The hearing had 

adjourned from the previous day, when some 
amcsement was created by Mr. Hett stating 
that <his client did not get up till 3 o'clock. 
Mr: Hett.said it would be better for Mr. Grist 
to prove his case, and this being done judgment 
was given for plaintiff with coats. - 
- <y@LATM OF AN OFFICER'S SERVANT. 

Kamar Deen, of No. 57, Elgin Road, Kow- 
loon, sudd Lieutenant C. E. Borton, of the 129th 
Baluchis, to rec~v -r.the sum of $'85, being as 
to-$185:for-nine months’ wages dus, and $50 for 
return passage to India. a 

Mr. A. J. Gardiner (of Mr. O.:D. Thomson's 
office). appeared for. the plaintiff, the defendant 
being. unrepresented. - 

Kamar Deen said he was engaged three 
years ago at Kurachi by the defendant as a 
syos ; two months later he was promoted to 
tha‘: position .of personal attendant. The 
defendant agreed to pay him 15 rapees per 
onth® as -syce, but on his promotion increased 
16 t to-20 rupees. When he arrived in 
Hongkong--he was to receive $15 per month 
and rations, and $5 for clothing. 


ntinuing,.- witness said he could not re- 
yhen he arrived here. Defendant 
$20, and later $10.and $5. He 
10 as cumshaw three months ago 
ent on a shooting expedition 


tin Hongkong he had £4, and that accounted for 


| asked the defendant to take him on. 


smiles beyond Cantop. The $5 was an 
which he aaked. When he arrived. 


his not pressing for payment sooner. When 
he asked for payment defendant said he was 
expecting some money from home, and on 
receipt of it-would settle up. 

His Lordship—Did yon take him to the 
Police Court? 

Witness—No. 

ue Lordship—Did you not take a sammons 
ou 

Witness—No. 

His Lordship— Why P : 

Witness—Becanse { was afraid; he said he 
would have me arrested. 

His Lordship—Have you had any wages 
since leaving Kurachi P 

Witness—No. : : 
* His Lordship—Where did you get the 
money to send home P ; 

Witness—I borrowed $35 from another 
Indian. eS 

This was the case for the plaintiff. 

For the defence, A. E. Borton, sworn, 
said the plaintiff was anold sepoy in the 
127th Baluchis. About three years ago he went 
to witness, saying he could not get work, and 


engaged him as a syce, and left Kurachi for 
Hongkong Isst April, bringing the plaintiff 
with him. He promised to pay the usual wage, 
but did not fix an amount. He agreed to pay 
him 20 rupees while in India, but told him thet 
whon they got to China he would give him the 
same wage a8 other servants received. , 

His Lordship—When did the first friotion 
arise P 

Witneas—It started right away. 

His Lordship—I know; but have yon paid 
him anything heroP 

Witness—Yes, I-have paid him up to 
J sone. 
His Lordship— Why didn’t you pay him after 


.| that ? 


Witness—On that day he ‘came to me and 
said he could not live on 320 a month, and that 
other officers gave their servants $30 a month. 


true P ‘ 

Witness—No, sir. I called in an officer who 
the defendant said was paying his servant $30, 
and that officer said it was a lie. 


Witness, continiing, said the poe then }: 


asked him to. check his clothes; he did sc: 
the evening of that day. Plaintiff then asked 
him to pay him $5, a week’s wages, as ha 
wished to leave. Witness gave plaintiff till 
12 o'clock on the following day to reconsider 
his decision, saying that if he did not turn 
up he would not pay his return passage 
to India. He also said he would send him $3 
due for wages, as plaintiff had got $2 worth of 
rice from the regimental storekeeper in witness’s 
name. Later, he received a lawyer's letter,.and 
on placing it before the Colonel and relating 
what had happened, the Colonel told him to see 
the case out. ; . 
Mr. Gardiner cross-examined. 
- Did you run up any debts in India ?—A fow, 
but not any bad ones. ; 


His Lordship—Did you pay the plaintiff 


regularly ?—Yes, 

Mr. Gardiner—Did you borrow $1,000 to go 
up for.an exam. ?—Yes, but I have since repaid 
it. 

Did you agree to pay the plaintiff’s 
back G India? I agreed with him that if 
I went on furlough, or if the doctor said he was 
ill and mast return, that I would psy his passage 
unless he misconducted himself, in which case. 
he would have to pay his own. ; 

Living in Kowloon is more expensive than in 
India 9—Yes, considerably more. 

And your pay here does not go so far as it 
did there?—No, The allowances are not the 
same. 

Are you sure you have had enough money for 
requirements?—No. There are very few people 
who have, bat I have always paid my debts. 

Can you give any. reason, why, after you paid 
this man, he should ask you for his wages ?— 
Ho was always coming to me for advances. Ho 
gaid his people were starving because of the 
famine in India, and like a fool I advanced him 
money. I lent him £2 st Singapore, and he 


returned the amount less $5. which he said he * 


“had given to a destitute friend. 


" His Lordship—Are there any more witnesses p 


‘Witness | 


His Lordship—From your knowledge is that | 


Mr. Gardinen~I'm afraid wow 

to get any more.” The inflaanod of the défer 
is too great amongst those who -would 

to hate She laintiff: ~~ 

His Lordship—W. 


your while P : ee 
Defendant—I should like to bring him-up. -~ 
His Lordship—What is the us6? He has 


got no money. I have given jadgment for-you. 


Wednesday, January Slat, 


IN SUMMARY JURISDICTION, 


BeronreE Mr, A. G. Wise (Porsxs J UDG). 


A WIFR’S DRESS, | ere 
Madame Jay, dressmaker, brought an action 
against A. Galluzzi for the recovery of $105, 
the price of adress supplied to his wife, Mr. 
F. X. d’Almada e Castro appeared for plaintiff, 
and Mr. Hursthouse (of Messrs, Dennys and 
Bowley) represented. defendant. ; 
Mr. d’Almada. submitted that, as the dress 
had been ordered, tried on and scodpted by 
defendant on December 11th, subjeot to a fow 
alterations which she desired made, there was 
an acceptance within the meaning of the law 
and that defendant was liable. - : 
Defendant's case was that the dress which. was 
required by Madame Galluszi for the regatta, 
did not have the desired alterations when sent 
to her. : ae 3 
His Lordship said he did not wish to arbitrate 
between the ladies except as a last resource, 
and he adjourned the case with a view to their 
effecting a settlement. 


Thursday, February Ist. 


In SuMMARY JURISDICTION. | 
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: AN ABSCONDING PLAINTIFF. eo, 

W. Alarakia sued Pak Sui-ki for $1,000 due 
on a promissory note. Mr. F. P. Hatt (of 
Messrs. Brutton, Hett and Goldring) appeared 
for plaintiff, and Mr. A. Holborow for dledendante 

Mr. Holborow asked that the case be struck 
off the list, as the plaintiff had absconded, 

Mr. Hett objected to this, stating that 
although the man was.absent he might return. 

His Lordship —Do you know why he is absent? 

Mr. Hett—No. : = 

His Lordship—Well, I do. . It is better for 
him. 

Judgment was- accordingly entered for 
defendant with costs. = 

A QUESTION OF PARTNERSHIP. 

The Fung Cheung Wing firm brought an 
action against the Tse Tisg Kwong firm for 
the recovery. of $296-56 for rice supplied. 
Mr. R. Harding appeared for plaintiffs, and 
Mr. F. P. Hett (of Messrs. Brutton, Hott’ and’ 
Goldring) for defendanta.. . ie 

The claim, which had originally been for 
$316-56, was for rice supplied to both 
defendants, who were contractors carry: 
ing out works at the Dock Yard Extension 
and Yaumati, but while it was admitted that 
the rice had been supplied it was denied that the 
two men were partners. a ea 

The case was adjourned ° 


Friday, February2nd. 


In SuMMaRy JuRrspicTION. 
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dant—Yea; he left without giving 


ico and took some of my cooking utensils 


- His Lordship—Well, I think you had better 
ne sdealt the oe then. He had no right to 
eave you without giving notice. We had 
better hearhim. Oe 
Plaintiff was then sworn. 
‘His Lordship— Yor are cook to defendant ?— 
Yes, sir.” 
When “did 
January 12th, last. 
.. Quite sure P—Yes. 
Yon say the 19th here on the writ. 
_ much’ month ? - $12 8 month. 


How | Measrs. H. P. 


{ 


COMPANIES. 


THE HONGKONG LAND INVEST.. 
MENT AGENCY CO., LTD: 


The seventeenth ordinary meeting of share- 
holders ia this company was held at the com- 


7 go thoreP—~I joined on penys offices, Victoria Buildings, on the 
ast 


st Feb. Hon. Mr. C. W. Dickson presided, 
and there were also present Sir Paul Chater, 
White, N. A. Siebs, A. Haupt, 
and E. Shellim (directors); A. Shelton Hooper 


When did you leaveP—I left on January ore Hon. Mr. Gershom Stewart, Hon. 
: eee: f. 


12th because she assaulted me. 
“His Lordship—Oh ! 
‘Plainti iz: (2 husband assaulted me with a 


e. 

Why didn’t you take the man to the Police 
Court P—I reported the matter to a Chinese 
constable who advised me to take out a summons, 


#H. E. Pollock. K.C., Messrs. J. Orange, 

J. R. Michael. G. Murray Bain, H. Percy 
Smith, A. Apcar, E. Georg, 8. Hancock, 
T. F, Hough, C. W. May, G. J. B. Sayer, W. 
H. Wickham and Ho Fook. - 
The SrecRerTary read the notice convening 
the meeting, and the CHAIRMAN, in proposing 


Why didn’t you ?—TI laid a complaint in the | the adoption of the report and accounts, said :— 
charge room. Then I was told to come down | Gentlemen,—I propose with your permisdion 


here and take out a summons in this court. 
Have youany witnesses >—No; I am afraid to 

go ‘to defendant’s place.. 

-. Hig Lordship—You could always get a 


to dispense with the formality of reading the 
report and accounts which have now been in 
our hands for several days. There were in 
1905 no acquisitions of new properties, the 


subpoena. (To defendant)—You had better get | attention of the Board being devoted ta the 


inthe box. | 
What is your name ?—Huard, 
correctly.spelt in the summons, __ 
Are you a married woman ? - No, sir. 
He talked about your husband—No reply. 


farther development of those already held, and 


It is not | towards this purpose a considerable sum has 


been expended, as you will observe from the 
increased amount appearing as invested in 
property. The blocks known as Royal Build- 


Defendant—This man came to me as cook on | ings have been completed during the year» 


the 19th. -He refused to do anything on the 
. 26th, 80 I said to my boy, when he informed 


| the first-named yielding revenue from September- 
and the other two from October, but in these 


me that the cook would not work, “ What do I last there are still a fow vacancies to be filled. 


pay him for?” The boy returned and said the 
cook still refused to do anything. Then I got 
up.: He was at the door when I came out and 
demanded his wages. I went down inte the 
kitchen, but as I found several things missing, 
I refused to pay him. 
His Lordship—What about this story that 
he was seraalted ? : 
Defendant—He was not assaulted. 
His Lordship— Have you anybody here? 
Defendant—The boy came with me, but I 
- don’t know what has happened outside. 
A bailiff was then dispatched te look for the 
b : 


ways paid my servants. 


His Lordship—It will save time if you.go out | the revenue 


there and look for your boy, 
Qn her return, . . 
_ His Lordship asked—Can you see him out 
there P © 
Tefendant—I can't see him anywhere. He 
had taken me up to the other court by mistake. - 


When this is done and alterations to one other 
European building completed, our rent roll 
should be increased by about $45,000 yearly. 
It is a matter of regret to your Directors that 
notwithstanding every endeavour it has not been 
possible to let many of your Chinese propertios, 
such vacaygcies representing about $75,000 
annual rental, and in connection with this 
regrettable experience I can only repeat the 
statement made to you from this chair at 
the last annual meeting that it is difficult 


to reconcile such a state of affairs with the 


of overcrowding in more central 


complaint 
aa Towards development expenditure 


aistzicts. 


*Getndant-—Ho was not ansanlted: I have | money invested on mortgage has heen called 
‘ ~ in to 


the extent of $263,500, 
from that sources, and our in- 
debtedness has likewise been. inoreased 
for the same purpose entailing the payment 
of further interest. The sum of $100,526 
appearing at credit represents the profit 
on a sale of property still to be completed and 
an increase in the book value of the Company’s 


reducing 


His Lordship~Tell plaintiff he has not} holding in shares of the Hongkong Land 


proved his case. It is only one person’s word 
against another. Judgment will be for 
defendant. . 


A HONGKONG FAMILY DROWNED. 
A HARBOUR FATALITY. 
Among the small craft that suffered by 


’ 


Reclamation Co., Ltd., which, I may incidentally 
mention, have been recently dealt in at over 
50 per cent. above what they now stand at 
in your books. A slight increase in charges 
is more than counterbalanced by a reduction 
in the sum expended on repairs. while the 
extra ‘amount paid away for fire insurance 
is explained by the enhanced value of properties, 
Finally, gentlemen, your Direcfors are sanguine 


‘Wednesday night’s storm was the water boat | of being able, even though no sales of property 
Tak Lee, which foundered at Tsim-tsa-teni about | be effected, to show in future years results 


midnight when running from her anchorage at 
Yaumati Bay to Causeway Bay for shelter. In 
the: hurricane she 
amount of water, and gr 
crew | with ona exception being missing. 


) 


whieh will. admit of the payment of at least an 
equal dividerid to that they propose for 1905, 


amare 8 considerable | yiz,, 7 per cent...There are no other points 
ually sank, all the | which occur to me to refer to, but any questions 


you may desire to put bearing ' pon the state- 


This‘man succeeded in swimming to Kowloon | ments now before the meeting I shall be glad 
Where he reported the occurrence, but the others | (o answer to the besé of my ability. 


—two men, two women and three children—are | 


aa missing 


q ‘A Peking letter states that several natives of 
" Kiangsi province holding” responsible official 


ments in the capital have addressed the | original shareholders in the Hongkong Land |. 


Hon. Mr, Potzock—Mr. Chairman, I rise to 
put some questions which I think ought to be 
ut in the interests of the genera] body of share. 
holders of the Company. ‘The first is—Is its 
fact ‘that this Company was one of the 


, of Commerce (Shangpu) on the advis- | Reclamation Co, ? 


memorialising the ‘Throne on’ the 

of opening up, without delay, to 
al. trade the provincial capital of 
Nadch‘ang), the city of Chian, ard 


The CHAIRMAN—It is a fact. | 
Hon. Mr. Pottock—To what extent ? 


The CHAIRMAN—The Land Investment Co. | th 


has held shares tothe value of $200,000-in the 


‘towns between Nanch‘ang and the Reclamation, Co., which represent 16 per cent. 


: Kiskisng, to 
-C. Daily 1 


as to prepare the 
y 


ns: have been favourably | 


linistry of Commerce. ~ © 


. Hon Mr. Pottock—Is it a fact that reclaim- | _ 
between those two | ed property was knocked down to Mr. Shelton | $1: 

‘ews is informed that ‘ Hooper, the paid Secretary of this Company, | profi 
AVG j at public auction?. If so, by whom was he!’ T 


employed to purchase that property P- 


“The QuamwAn= 
question is No;- 
down to the Secreta 
Hon, Mr.. Pot 
knocked down to?.*. 
The CHAIRMAN-—TI-don 


| answer that question. Thi 


ment Company's meeting. = !- 
Hon, Mr. Ponhoce—You have just admitted 
thatthe managing directors thought if advisable 


. for us to invest $200,000 in the Land. 
-Co., aud that we were original 


Therefore, I atm entitled to know. 
’ The CHarrmMan—The © decisi to: take ~ 
$200,000 worth of shares was ‘arrived at:by'the - 
full board ofdireotors. ©0582 SROs. 
Hon. Mr. PortocKk—I want to know to whom 
the property was knocked down? =... S054. 
' The CHarnman—TI haven't the information 
on hand. ee py er 
Hon. Mr. PoLtock —The information must be 
known to you, Sir Paul Chater, or the seoretary, 
Siz Pau. CHaTeR—I was not in the Colony 
at the time. . po ee a 
Hon. Mr. Pottock—Mr, Northcote may: be’ 
able.to tell us P 1 the tiie 
The CHarrman—No. , on ane 
Hon. Mr. PottooK—I understand - Mr, 
Northcote is secretary to the Land Reclamation 
Company P es oe 
The CHarrman—No. 
He was acting Seoretary. it cos 
Hon. Mr. Porteck— What profit has acorued 
to the Company as a sharebolder in the Land 
Reclamation Co., from the reclamation effected — 
oy the latter-Company at Tsimchntsoi, near 
Blackhead’s Point ? : 
The CHarrmaNn—Ouly a portion of the -re- 
clamation in question has beeu disposed of and 
the benefit to the company is derived in -the 


He is bookkeeper, 


-shape of the interest, divideod and-bonus 


neon Hty declared, amounting to 12: per cent. 
m . : : : . Roe ae 
Hon. Mr. Pottock—And wo still'hold shares 
in that company to the amount of $200,000 P 

- The Cuarny an—-Yes. : aes: 

Hon. Mr. Pottock—And you told -us just 
now that those shares have appreciated ? - 

The CHAIRMAN—I mentioned by 50 per cent, 
as they now stand on the books, 

Hon. Mr. PoLLocK— What is the increase in 
the value of our property after making allowance 
for expenditure, depreciation, eto.P - — 

The CHalInMAN—T be face value of the shares 
is $75 each, but they stand im the books at $100. 

Hon. Mr. PoLtock—Are. the managing 
directors of this Company also managing direc- 
tors of the Hongkong Land Reclamation: Co. ? 

The CHainmaNn—It is a well-known fact-that 
they aren DPR ee, a ae eee 

Hon, Mr. Pottock—I only want: to know 
the fact. Is it so? wT tea 

The CHarrman— Yes, rr co a 

Hon. Mr. PottocK—Is it true that this‘com- 


pany has disposed of any property or-rights-of. = . 


reclamation to the Hongkong Land. Reclama- 
tion Co.P ew Spe la SEMEL T - 
The CHAIRMAN—~Qne lat has been sold_by:the 
Land Investment Co. to the Reclamation:Co. 
Hon M1. PoLLocKk—~What:lot is that:?.+:° 
The CHarIrnmMAaN — Kowloon Marine =Lot 
No. 49: ee nee 
Hon. Mr. PoLttock—And when did that sale. 
take place ? ee ee aa 
The CHarnman—In 1902, es 
Hou. Mr. Pottock—Was. that. property - 
partially.under the ceaP te. 73 ; 
The CHarnMan—Not at that. tim 
Hon. Mr. PoLtocx—Was that sale. ‘effect ; 
solely by the managing directors of this company-. - 
to the managing directors of the Land Reclam 
tion Co.P -- sf vated ents 
The CHAIRMAN—I have no 
ledge, as I was not a managing 


time, but I am informed that the:board:of: 


this company decided to sell. --- 

Hon. “Mr. Pottock-—Well, the: ms 
directors of the other Company must 
up their. minds ‘that: it:was a>; 
buy, otherwise the matter wouldn’ 
rough. - Stipa ae 

The CHaAIRMan— ; 
conclusion... 2 25 

M 


effected. 
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fo’ ‘Mr, Pottock—I should hee a definite, must, therefore, look within and not to reasons 

: if wer now. . : without for some explanation of this unnpleasaut 
- The Cu 


IRvAN—TI will again read you what | phenomenon. Since 1891 there had been an 
 Dasid, advance in the rateable value of the Colony 
_ “Ho Mr. Pottock—I don’t understand what | from $3,649,121 to $10,472,278. Admitting ! 
"you meau when yon state “profits of sale of | some extension of area, it would still appear 
: protec) eae to be compieted.” (that -money well invested in 1891 would 1 re, 
_The CHireMaN—-I mean thatthe property is | be giving a very handsome return to-day. sharehalders sad and forgotten childre 
sold; but the sale is not completed. ‘| The published details “as to the. late: Mr. | with hungry eyes for any orumbs. 
_.Hon./Mr. Portock—Do you mean to say we | Granville Sharp's estaty also went to show : fall ftom their masters’ ‘table?’ or, : 
have not got this amountin handP -— - that when his estate was duly assessed. by com- | company belong to the shareholders. 
‘ The Cxarzman—That is go. petent and reliable authorities at the time of | managing directors as their highly remanerated 
Ffon.! Mr. Pottock—How much is it ? his death a few years ago, it was valued at | officers P He would ask them for a ruliig’on . 
The CHasauan—$50,526. $1,000,000, and a lawsuit later proved that the | that point. If the latter were the odse, it seemed - 
* Hon,| ir. PuLLOCcK —And that is put down as | estate had increased in value more than 1(0 per | odd that $15,000 should be paid to two directors: 
-profif when we have not reczived it yet? . cent, Allowing for a safe valuation in the firal | and somewhere about, $1,000 each to others who 
Mr: Ca «riman—It isa profit, and it is quite | case, there had been, and was now, a very great had remained staunch to the company through. . 
a reasonable and proper thing to assess one’s | augmentation in the estate referred to which | out. It was better, he was sure the Chairman ~ 
assets at the price at which they have already | did not seem to be shown in the figures thoy had would agree, that if there was discontent it 
_ been sold. before them. Another interesting comparison | should be openly ventilated than secretly. whis- 
Hon} Mr. Pottock—There are plenty of | was the Shanghai Land Company, whose shares | pered. By that course remedies might be 
géntlemen in this room who know the ordinary |-stood at 140 per cent. premium against a suggested and perhaps a cure effected, He .~ 
pricciples of beokkeeping, and I will Jeaye | premium of 25 per cent. in the case of | off-red those remarks in the hope that misgiv- 
them to disouss that question. ‘T'he next item | the Land Investment Company. Granting |ing might be removed and the future outlook 
that Shanghai was perhaps exceptionally | improved. ‘If the present policy of floating 


i I should like to inquire about is managing : : 
directors’ foes, $29,329.20. How is that item | favoured he did not think any one would say | new land companies and managing them with 


| 


tors, $29,000 . with 
of all proportion to: servic 
it occurred to him.to ask, :.D 
belong to the managing dix 


« 


_ with article 95 of the Articles of Association of 


- -The Coarmman—My idea of'net-p¥ofits is 


* Hon. Mr. Pottocx—tThat is no answer to my 


made up P , 


the Oompany. ; ‘ 

Hon. Mr. Pontock—Have you taken it on a 
34 or.a five per cent. basis? | , 

Tho CHAIRMAN—On a 34 per cent, 

Hon. Mr. Pottocxk—Now, sir, do I under. - 
stand you to consider this amount a net profit on 
which: the managing directors are entitled to 
this percentage, although the company has not 
actually got the money in hand ? 


i 


as. shown by the accounts before you. 


question. Is the sum of $5,00) included in the 
managing directors’ arcount of net profits ? 

. The CHateman—Yes. 

. Hon, Mr, Puttock—TI see you have included 
in net profits the amount brought forward of 
$87,580.70, which is surely not net profits. 

The CHAIRMAN—You are perfectly correct. 
Té is not net profit, and commission has not been 
reckoned on that. 

_-Hon. Mr, Pottocx—I don’t see how the sum 
of.$29,329.20 can be possibly arrived at on a basis 
of 3§ per cent. Ttis obvious that this system 

of payment to the managing directors is very 

detrimental to the ordinary body of shareholders. 

T£you refer to the figures of previous years 

when we-received 12 instead of seven per cent. 

as forithe year 1905, you will see that the 
managing directors’ fees were less, being 

$27,003.60 for. 1904 and $25,915.74 for 1903. 

Therefore, of three years, the managing direc- 

tors‘have taken most in respect of the year 1905, 

in-which year the shareholders only receive 4 


first -because.the Company’s management of 
certain:property in Wanchusi was the cause of 
protest in the public press, which had the result 
of special legislation being passed to put the 
matter in.order, He thought that when the 
press.and the police of their own initiative and 
with entire justification felt called upon to teach 


"the! Company how to manage any of its proper- 


tieg it was time for the ordinary shareholder to 
stir himself and say something. Ho trusted that 
nolone would ever again be able to point the 
finger:of scorn at the Company as the proprie'‘or 


. :of any houses used for disorderly and immoral 


purposes, and ho earnestly hoped that nothing 
~ similar to tbe deplorable business which 


- disgraced Wanchai during the early part of last. 
*. year--need ever bo again referred to at 


‘any future mesting of the Company. The 
_: second: reason he had for speaking was that 
-chothad ‘received letters from shareholders at 
me asking him how it was that the dividend 

dropped from $12 to $7. They probably 
looked ‘on the Company as a steady going 
oneern and spent their dividends as they were 
received without bothering as to details, He 
WAS. -loss-to give reasons for a fall in the 
i of uearly 50 per cent. If they were in 
5 sin -Colony-it would bp explainable; but 
hey:.were. not, - They had suffered from no 
evastating ‘earthquake or typhoon, and they 


. that the figures of relative prosperity were 
The’ Cuamman—It is made up in accordance | fairly represente’ by 140 per cent. as compared 
to 25 per cent. They had always hoped that 
the Land Investment Company marched hand 


adversity. It was now some time ago since the 
newspap*rs reported the purchase of a large 
property at Tsimoba'soi by the secretary of 
of this Company. Provided that the Govern- 
ment were desirous of selling the site, it 
seemed natural onough that the Land Com- 
pany Should desire to secure a substantial 
interest in a place from which suyone could 
see that railways might radiate all over China. 
It was 
approaching to dismay that they eventually 
realised that this purchase was not for them 
but for a rival company brought out under the 
auspices of the managing director of the Land 
Investment Co. ( com 
pany advisedly, for to reclaim meant that it did | 
so with the object of obtaining land to sell or 


n hand with the Colony both in prosperity and 


with feelings of disappointment 


He used the word rival com- 


rent, and therefore dealt in the same article as 
the Land Company did. Shareholders in the 
Land Investment Company naturally asked the 
question, why did they notdo that business. “If 
they had no loose money at the moment they. 
could have easily borrowed it. ; 
was advisable to increase the capital, it 


graceful act and, sound policy to have 
floated the new cowpany as an infant to the 
Land Investment Company, by offering pro rata 
to the shareholders 50,UU0shares at, say, $20 each. 
It appeared to him it would be a sounder 
course if a system of asscciated and affiliated 
companies over which they had control 


their own Company's interests. Sharehold- 
ers would have appreciated such considera- 
tion, and the most valuable asset in any 
company’s accounte—mutual confidence and 
good-will between manager and managed— 
would have been increased. He trusted that 
they would not have dealings, as with the 
unexplainable preference which parents have 
for their younger offspring: it might be, Af the 
interests of little Jacob of Tsimchatsol com- 
peted with those of their dilapidated old: Esau 
ofthe Queen's Road, they would not get the 
better: of the bargain. If those directors— 
thank godoeis, there were some—who did-not be- 
long to both companies argued ia their interests, 
some protection was afforded them ; but the know- 
ledge and influence of their managing directors 


was lost and in fact might be used against them.” 


Anyone buying shares in the company ‘was in 
the position of a man buying 8 property with a 
flaw in the title; he knew that the full fruit of 
his money would, in certain cases not be re- 
‘turned to him, as after a certain point the 
managing directors divided the profits with 
them; . Shareholders accepted that position in 
the hope that the special knowledge and ex- 


perience of the managing directors would be } | " 
assured to 


them.:. He was aware that. the 


{ Chairman was not a director of either company 
4 when the Reolgmation Company started, but 


i Sct 


officials of that company was to pass unchal- 
lenge 
tuale injury. Divided allegiance and half. 
hearted.service could lead only to‘ disappoint- 
ment. By single-minded and devoted service 
alone could the company become great, and he 
protested against their offloers and -‘direotors 
serving rival land compauies as an injustice to 
the shareholders of the company, 


it might be continued indefinitely to 


The CHAIRMAN—I think if would be more 


in ordér if I at first proposed the adoption of 
the report and acsounts, I have ascertained 
meanwhile that the property in ‘question -was 
bought at auction by Mr, 
the Reclamation Co., Mr. shelton Hooper 
being at home at the*time. . 


Orange as agent for 


Mr. Micwatt-—I have a question to ask, 


Mr. Pollock asked about the writiog up of the 
$200,000 worth of shares in the Reclamation 
Co. IL sve you have written up from $75 to $100. 


The CHAIBMAN—That is so. 
Mr. Micuagrt—How did you arrive at that > 


price? - You remarked in your speech that 
ney had gone up 50 per cent. beyond book 
value. anti 


The CHarzMAN—If you mean that the 


shares wey cy “etase~ solv be written up to a ~ 
Or if not#auu if | bigler figure, 1 ayree Whk-yey,, Rut the 
| direotors decided that $100 was” a save and ~~ 
appvared {o him that it would lave been a| reasonable figure to put them at; leaving’s: 
further margin fora futuro rainy day. ~ 


Mr. MicHAEL—So that, even: when business 


has been done at $150, yon put them down at 
$100. ; 


The CHAIRMAN—They stand at $100. . 
Mr. Micuast—And on that writing up 
you charge your commission ? . eo 


al . seven ‘per. cent. as against a twelve percent.| were inaugurated than to invest in an The — CHAIRMAN—That is, of courga, 

( ;. ~ dividend.’ outside company over which they would unquestioned. . : 

2 My. @mursHom Stewart said he was| have no control. Some on the rival board| Mr. Micuazt—We have got property 
induoad to speak on the position of the Company | might be fricndly to them, but the para-|to the value of about $6,000,000. What 

i as expressed by the report for two reasons, Tho | mount consideration at their meetings was | proportion iu value is still undeveloped and 


unproductive to us? 
The CHAIBMaN—About half a lakh of . 
dollars. 
Mr. MicHAEL—What is the percentaye P 
The CHaIRgMAN—You can figure it out for 
yourself. — oe See 
Mr. MicHAEL—Less than one per cent, ? - 
The CHAIRMAN—Yeos, 6 ee 
Mr. MicHaAEL—Well, I have a suggestion 
to make.— : oe 
The CHAIRMAN—TI think we had better: et 
on with the business of the meeting, =": = 
-Mr. Mrcwaet—It might be an important 
suggestion. ie ee ie SG 
‘I'he CHAIRMAN—TI shall be pleased’ to‘hear 


: ‘outlay. awhich gould not be productive for many 
years.:.:The:idea- was conceived of forming a 
new and distinct.company which would under- 


Bi - take that work and thus avoid a lock-up of 
3 | - capital to the Land Investment Co. The project 
7 was sabmitted to ‘your full board, who in the 
i then position of the company referred especially 
| to the extensive programme {o which we are 


already committed. They deemed it prudent 
to place some limit on such a prospective outlay 
att decided .to take an interest of $200,000 in 
the new com . Those shares were applied 
for and allotted to them, and are stil: held; in 
this way it was considered that shareholders’ 
interests were very appreciably protected, but 
I am very sorry to gather from the remarks 
made that sharcholders themselves hold. a 
different opinion. 

Hon. Mr Poticcxn—I think in your statement 
just made you gave an inaccurate answer to 
my queslion just now. I asked if it was true 
that this company had disposed of any property 
or rights of reclamation to the Reclamation 
Co., and your. answer only referred to Marine 

Lot 49. “Front what vou Bay mo I ether that 
ou disposed of our rights to the Praya Kast 
olamation. Is that go? 

The CHAIRMAN—That idea was suggested at 
a meeting of this company, but it is not go, 

' Hon. Mr, PoLtock—Have we sold or agreed 
to sell the Praya East reclamation ? 

The CHaImMaN—I have already said No, 

- Distinotly, No, 

‘Hon. Mr, PoLtock--It was intended or con. 
templated to sell ? 

Sie Paut CHaTER—Certainly not, 
never dreamt of, 

Hon. Mr. Pottocx—What is the object of 
the Chairman’s statement ? 

The CHAIRMAN—I am sorry I cannot make 

‘. Gt auy clearer. - 
: Mr. PotiuocKk—It is not my fanlt. You have 
_ got the information. I am a shareholder and 
‘ask for it, 

The CHArRMA4N—I am sorry if you are 
unable to g it. 

Hon. Mr. PotLoce—You referred to the 
Praya reclamation. 

The. CaHarpmMan—That isnot so. It was in 
view.of:-the enormdus outlay that the idea of 

‘forming this Reclamation Co. orginated, in 
order to relieve the Land Investment Co of 
an expenditure which would-éutail_a very 
inconvenient-Idok-ap of capital. 
~~. Hon, Mr. Pottocx-—I must confess I dou't 
uoderstand your explanation at all. 
. Sir Paut Cuatsr said the new project 
of. the Land Reclamation at Tsimchatsoi 
could not have: been kept waiting and as the 
Land Investment Co. by virtue of their 
marine lots at Hast Point was committed to a 
large-expenditure for reclamation there which 
had been passed by the Government and was 
only pending the settlement of the dispute 
between the Colonial Government and the Navy 
and was-also committed to large building opera- 
tions which, as you have heard from the Chair- 
“man, have only been completed a few months 
ago, was not in a position to undertake this 
work, for it meant the locking up of a million 
and a quarter of money for three years at the 
least:in the reclamation and a further two or 
three years for the buildings to be put up on it, 
’ which would have meant no dividend forthe Land 
shareholders whereas they have had dividends 
- of $12 and now of $7, therefore, a separate com- 
any was formed to undertake the work. The 
oard of the Land Investment Co. were offered 
as much of the stock of the Reclamation Co. as 
they liked to take and they ‘decided that they 
could only take $200,000, because of their com- 
mitments already mentioned. 
-Hon. Mr. PoLLock—I don’t understand. If 
it was considered by the managing directors, a 
directors for-this company, edvisable for the 


It was 


es 


—* 


: 


share in the -Reclamation Company, why didn’t 

they.take all the shares. Why was not the extra 
pbuginess offered to shareholders P . 

- Sir Pavn -CHaTtEr—With the individual 

- ghareholders we have nothing to do. I am 

speaking of the Company asawhole. The Land 

‘Investment Co. took what they wanted of the 

who:e capital, but for reasons given you they 

thonght it-advisable not to put too much money 

q in: {this qoneern. acear #1.200,000 a 

. garning anything at all; would you have got a 

a dividend ?.:. Certainly :not, | 


Company :to become the holder of a $200,000 | 


© 


no explanation at all. From the chairman’s 
‘speech we understood we could sll our property 
at $1: 0,526 ? 

Sir Pau. Coatep—That is to-day, yes. Not 
four years ago. I pointed out to you that if it 
was not a good thing the directors would not 
have taken the interest in it. 

Hon. Mr. PoLLock—Why didn’t we get it all 
then? ; 

Sir Paut CHATER—Becansa of the reasons 
I have stated. 

Hon. Mr. Pottock—I don't understand 
thoge reasons, | : 

Mr. MicHaeL—I think I can gather at what 
Mr. Pollock is driving. He considers that the 
directors shonid have submitted their scheme 
anent the reclamation shares_te~shareholders, 
and asked whether they wanted it or not. 

Hon. Mr, Poutocx—lI thank Mr. Michael for 
exactly expressing what I meant. I didn't 
know I was so obsonre, ; 

Sir Pact CoateR—We are not here to look 
after individual shareholders of the company. 
The company is looked after by the Board of 
Di ectors and they took their choice. 
that oceisiou I had come round and asked some 
of you to take an interest in the concern, I 
venture to say not one of you would have 
taken it. 

Mr. Stewart —That is prophecy ; you don't 
know, 


Sir PauL CHateR—I will go further. Some-" 


one did take an interest to the extent of $50,000; 
and atter the Land in question had been sold by 
the Government at auction to the Reclamation 
Co, for $220,000 over the upset price, he was 
very sick and sold his shares at par. 

Hon. Mr, Po.uock agreed with Mr. Michael 
that the proper course for the directors would 
have been to consult the shareholders, and a 
meeting ought to have been called for that 
purpose. As it was,the managing directors took 
an interest of 2,00 out of 12,500 shares, which 
appeared to hive been, from what he could 
gather, a very good investment. He certainly 
thought the Board was starting a rival 
oompany. 

The CHAIRMAN—I must take excap‘ion to 
your calling the Land Reclamation a rival 
company. 

Hon. Mr. Pottocek—What do you call it, a 
competing company? I should very muoh like 
to know What vou defined it as. 

The CHAIRMAN— You cannot have an interest 
in a rival company. 

Hon, Mr, PoLLock—It surely competes with 
ours. It does similar business to ours. 

The Caarrman—I propose that the report 
and accounts as presented be adopted and 
‘passed, 

Mr Ba1n—lJ have much pleasure in seconding 
that motion. We have had quite enough 
talking ag yet, and [ make no remarks on the 
queation. ; 

The motion was carried, Mr. Pollock voting 
against. ; 

Mr. MicHak. suggested that the six million 
dollars’ worth of the Company's property 
should be valued so that shareholders might 
know its worth. It might be worth twelve 
millions and if that were so they were only 
getting 34 instead of 7 per cent. dividend. He 
suggested that the value of the property 
should be put on record every second or third 
year, 

Tho CHAIRMAN said Mr Michael’ssuggestion 
| would have the consideration of the board. 

Hon. Mr. Stewsert—In the course of this 
discussion I have listened toa remark of Sir 
Paul Uhater’s which has filled me with regret. 
He said he did not consider it his business to 
study tho interests of shareholders. 

Sir Pau, Coater—Individual shareholders. 

Hon. Mr. Stewart—The company is made 
up of individual shareholders, and it seems to 

me there is an error of judgment somewhere. 
I wish to propose that “The shareholders of 
this company desire to record their opinion 
that in future any favoursble opportunities 
for reclamation or other dealirgs in property 
in respect of which fresh capital is required 
ought to be offered in tho first instance 
by the managing directors to shareholders of 
this company, and that no property or rights of 
the company ought to be sold to the Hong- 
kong Land Reclamation Co,” ; = 


| 
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Hon. Mr. PoLLock—Yonr exp'anation seems 
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_ [Febenary. §, 1908, 
Hon. Mr, Potoox peconded the mation. 
Mr, MrcHas1 wished tho resolution améaded,: 
-, The Hongkong Land. Reclamation- Company - 
might at some time cffer. them a good price for - 
property, and they would hare. to ; refase . 
the offer. wal aty 
On the motion being put there, wers two, for 
and eight (including 7 direotora) against it; the: 
remainder of the ehareholders did not yote,:.< —. . 
Hon. Mr. Stewart said the resolution. 
could be placed on record asa proteat. ~. 
Hon. Mr. Pot.ock moved “ That the share- 
holders of this Compsay do protest againat any 
of their directors and officers serving in a.land. 


company which competesin business with. this - 

company in any respect whatéver.”. es 
Hon. Mr. Stewart seconded. ~ ae 
The CHargman—It is my duty to point 


ont to you that if this resolution is adopted 
it will very seriously eff-ot your commisgion- 
account. amy 
Hon, Mr. Stewart—Wei'll rak that. © 
Hon. Mr, Pottock—I thiuk our coniniiisjon 
account is very small. : 
The motion was lost, th 
and twelve against, i 
Mr. Suita moved, and Mr, ORANGE seconded, 
that Messrs, N. A. Siebs ‘and H. P, White be 
re-appointed directors. The motion was carried, 
Mr. BATER moved that: Mosars, T, Arnold 
and C, W. May be re-el ctad anditors, Wag 
Mr. SmitH seconded, and the motion was: 
carried, fae ae 
The CHAIRMAN—Dividend warrants will ‘be 
ready to-morrow, gentlemen. - 


WEST POINT BUILDING CO. 


— come 


The eighteenth ordinary meeting of share- 
holders in this Company was held on Feb..1 at 
the offices, Victoria Buildings. ‘Sir Paul Ohater 
presided, and the others.present were:—Hon. Mr. 
C. W. Diokson, Mr. A. G. Wood, directors ; 
Messrs. F. E. Ellis, J. M. Graca, A. Shelton 
Hooper, F, Maitland, C. W. May, J. R. Michael, 
J.Orange, and H. Peroy Smith. 
The notice calling the meeting having been: 
read, : 

The CHAInMAN said—Gentlemen,—I pur- 
pose with your permission to take the report 
and accounts as read, The ‘net profits for: 
the past year amount to $45,709.67 as against 
$40,434.57 for the previous year. ~ This 
increase is brought abun’ ‘by ths property 
having been leased from April lst at an in-. 
creased rental of $1,0U0 per moath. On -the 
other hand, you will observe that the cost. .of 
repairs has increased from $2,197.54 to 35,212.84" 
This expenditure has been necessitated -by the 
requirements of the Sanitary Board and‘ the 
gener] doing up of the property on the change 
of tenancy. We are thus enabled to pay & 
dividend for the year ‘under review of $3,60.a8 
against $3 20 for the previous. year, and jn :the 
ubsenoe of any abnormal expenditure, which we 
have no reason to anticipate, the returns for the 


: 


ere being three for 


current year with the inoreased renial -uoder 
the new lease should enable us to pay a still 
better dividend in the future, Before movitg. 
the adoption of the report and accounts as -pre-: 
sented, I shall be pleased to answer any ques- 
tions shareholders may wish to put. aes 
There being no questions, _.. : 
The CHAIRMAN proposed the adoption of the 
report and accounts. Cae ¢ 
r. MAITLAND seconded, and the proposition 
was carried. ee 
On the motion of Mr, Peacy Smitu, seconded 
by Mr. MAITLAND, the appointment of Hon. 
Mr. W. C. Dickson as director was confirmed, 
Mr. Geaca proposed, and Mr, ELLs second- 
ed, the re-election of Sir Panl Chater and Mr, 
A. G. Wood as directors. Carried unanimously. 
Mr. W. C. May and Mr. T. Arnold .were. 
re-elected andre one motion of Mr. 
Sirs, seconded by Mr. ORANGE. wee 
The CHAIBM .N—-Dividend warrants will:be 
ready to-morrow, gentlemen. Thank you for 
your attendance. so 


THE HONGKONG ICE COMP. 


ANY, 
_ LIMITED. ; 


ae 


pre in sub 


in.submitiing.— 
a statement of the company’s accounts for” iit : 
yoor1905.- 7 a 


- The twenty-fifth annual report 
Goneral Managers have ple 


e 
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February 5; 1906.) ' CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
Inolading- $5,356.77 brought forward from | 
the f eile hal hie Shere after deducting $20,000 
pai as an ‘interiin dividend of $4 per share, the 
Janos aticredit of profit and loss ascount is 
$128,776.31, which it is recommended should be 
appropriated as follows :— : 
A’ Final Dividend of $15 per share...§ 75,000.00 


: ASSETS. 
Deo. 31st, 1905. 

Cash we. 
Cost of property... 
Accounts receivable ... 


«8 12,545.10 
182,032.17 
2,035.37 


‘ $196,612.64 
Provision for Contingevcies ... 20,0:41.00 PROFIT AND LOS3 ACCOURT. — 
To write off Property A/c. 30,0C0,00 Dec. 31st, 1905. Dr. 
To carry forward e+ te 3,776.31 | To charges ... uk (ane 25 634.98 
——— ! To crown rant : 786.00 
$128,776.31 | To fire insurance... 535.48 
oar ASSETS. o. | Lo repairs oi Nea kee 3,700.98 
Property account oo... ccccseceeeeess cesses 179,066.67 ] ‘To commission.to agents ... .. 1,547.37 
‘Extension account ... satisa ts Goals . 28,869.24} To balance to be appropriated 
j Invested in :— ; follows i a aa 
i . Hongkong Fire Insurance Co.'s Share... 225.01 eh . 
mi China Fire Insurance Co.'s Share ......... 85.00 Directors fees 8 500.00 
ad Canton Insurance Office's Share..... 120.00 Auditor sfee... ... ... 50.00 
1 8 Cashin hand... seers 383.86 | Dividend of 32.50 pershare 15,000.00 
| Hongkong oe Shanghai Bank on curreot To be carried to new 
i BOCOUNE oe eee rce ese eeecsseneteceeeese 16,148.37 74.2 < 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank on deposit 60,(.00.00 protit and jess/aeconnt ee? 16.124. 29 F 
ty Mortgages 00.0... ccseetstecesscesestserereseenee 41,900,00 dees 
ic Outstanding accounts......0...0 0. eee 12,498.15 S 
on Accounts receivable oo... 921.37 $23,325.10 
i Tee in stock wee ge ereee cetera 180,00 Jan. Ist, 1905. Or. 
+ Conk 8t00K ss ccses secs see cee censee sea senses ses 678.50 | By balance brought forward: 8 807.79 
Fire Insurance, unexpired premium ......... 123.64 | By rent... ol. eee vee vee ee ee 22,784.20 
Ai ea By interest 2.00... ue. cee eee DALIT 
Ba 1 Ad : : 
3) 3 pa By scrip fees ge 39.00 
2a whet LIABILITIES. $c. oe 
af Capital ..ccccscccccee cence . 125,000.00 « $23,325.10 |- 
Ah ‘ . Accounts payable ...... ~ 8,987.96 fo Fee be ie 
i B smnionly pire account . 8,580.13 . 
i. ovision for Contingencies . 60,000.00 1 
- _ Profit and loss account ............. 128,776.31 8.C. FARNHAM, BOYD & CO., LTD. 
4a + aimee $331,804.40 The spaccHolaets in 6 pana decks to 
ag ; eee —---———— | reconstruct on Jan. 2drd. e following, 
Ff : PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT. : which appeared in the W.-C. Daily News the 
z fee, ; c.| day before, was well advical:—The* object 
i i To Sarees MEGS and general trade ex- 38.748.¢4 | i8 to propo «9 nod pass some important 
ul To rieral Managers’ SGmiatnlon ee "2,000.00 resolutions, relating to the liquidation and 
: ‘ + Toanditor’s fee... uke 150.00 | reorgavisatton of the present company. The 
: 2 : ——_—— | shareholders fur sume considerable time past 
Beg Bah > 40,898.64 | have felt tuat they should be represented on the 
ul cs ‘ind Angoae ists, PS pee cents paid. ou 20.000.C0 Board. The present Directors, with Mr. 
: To PaARCE snes ve ceeie cee, 328:776.31 | John Prentice as Cisiraivn and Managing 
i oe To neecee eet Director, fully realise that this desire is quite 
| $189,674.95 | reasonable, and they have intimated to the 


sharehol:lers their willingness to -meet their 
wishes. 
We “o not prpore fo x. capitutate 


' . By bslance brought forward from last year 5,356.77 
Ry receipts for ice and cold storage ........ 179,319.93 


| ‘By renta tecéired (less Crown rents and the past 


taxds paid) oc... 2.999.06 | history of the Compwy, but itis a well-known 
By interest — oo... ssc ccsecsescrenwecs, 2,762.19 | fact tha’ te in‘ res sof the shareholders have 
By transfer fees 0.0.0.0... cece cee cece ee eee 16.1.0 | not been considered in the way thayerstow 

eee ee 5190:674.85 have diiring the reigti’ of Mr. ['wentyman, 


. Since he his rrti.ed. the whole sceue is changed, 

sfid‘the getit]: man who is now the Managing 
Director bad-the full confidence of the share- 
holders and. public. It is a matter for 
congratulation (liat.snch is the case, and we 
feel sure that the successful working of the 
premier Dock Compariy is of the utmost conse- 
| quence. either directly ot indirectly not only to 
the shareholders, but to- everyone who is 
comme cially int rested in Shanghai. 

We hear on srood -uthority, thal to-morrow 

-the present Bo «1 will met the shareholders io 
a perfec lv frie-dly minuer. 

The 1.ot.ce canvening the m-eting contains a 
resolut’on that the name of the Company shall. 
be <changed to the Shanghai Dock Company, 
Limited. Tour mind th-re is not the slight- 
est doubt (lat, as the larg-st concern of its 
kind‘in Shangh i, the Company should bear 
the name of tha-place..  - : 

With regard to-the new Board, we understand 
that Mr. Prentice will continue ag Chairman 
and Managing Director, and Messrs. H. von 
Riicker and S., Groundwater (the two sevior 
directors of the preseut Board) also will remain 
on the directorate, and they will be joined, if 
the sharehelders agree, by. Sir Charles Dudgeon, 

, eo PRETO Rs = © Messrs. W. J. Gressov, A..Korff, and James 

é The accoynts have been’ andited by Mr. | Johnston. The names of these gentlemen are 
".° -Thos. Arnold, who now retires; but offers him- | gafficient to guarantée the futare success of the 
_ alt for neeleetion: : Company. The shareholders should be well 


Hongkong, 81st Daottiber, 1905. 
_ ‘(aJARDINE, MatHeson & Co, 
on yl... General Managers. - 

"THE KOWLOON LAND AND - 

' . + BOLLDING CO., ED. 9 


report of the hoard of 
presented on Tuesday, February 


‘The seventeenth. | 
"directors to ba 
6th. reads::— Ace 
Gentlemen,—The Directors now submit to 
you 4 statement:of the-affairs of:-the Company, 
‘and balance sheet for the year ending Decam-. 
ber dlat, 1905. - fe 8 Na 
The balance of profit and loss ‘account for | 
the year, after writing off all charges and 
- expenses, amounted to $16,124.29, .The direc- 
tors, therefore, recommend that a dividend of 
$2.50:per share be paid, which, after writing off 
-the directors’ and anditcr's fees, will leave a 
balance of $574.29° to be carried forward to 
«credit of a new profit and loss account. 
See DIRECTORS. | 
Messrs. T: F: Hough and A. Rodger retire 
by rotation, but offer themselves for re-election. 


a 


ray 


r ‘iT. F. HOUGH, satisfied that, besides having the services and 
: ' Chairman. experience of Mr. Prentice and. his two co- 
directors,’ they have, in addition, four such 


. BALANCE, SHEET To DECEMBER: 31st, 1905 


cass ot  DEABILITIB, 
” Dec. 31st, 1905. 7, 


a 
one 


influential names put before them as those of 
the yentlemen willing to serve on the proposed 
n'w Board. 


ves ene deg. -9180,000.00 ? 
eet ae 383.80 RECONSTRUCTION AGREED UPON. 
104.55 An extraordinary general meeting of the 
16,124.99 ' shareholders in this company, called at the 
————— request of ten sharebolders. was he'd at Shang- 
- $196,612.64 hai on January 23rd. There wore present : 


\ ~ 


Riicker, 8. Groundwater,: D." Cranston, 
J. Grant Mackenzie (Directors),:J.:H. Osborne 


Di "Ty 
Black, C. Broderson, W. G., Bayne, . W.- H. 
‘Beatly. _ Bryant, 
‘A. H. Best, E, O.. Cumming, FB. A. Com: 
mie W. Cox; T. Cranston, W. Carlson, 
A. 


H. J. Craig, G. D. Coutts, W. J: B. Carter, .~ 
P. V: Davis, CU. P. Dawson, A. Dabelstein, C.°  = ® 
‘E. Ellis.. L. C. B, Hdmonston, J. BR. B : 
R. H. Elias, P. Maogregor Grant, W. J. 
-Gresson, M. Hoerter, R. A. Hunt, P. W. ” 
Irvine, R. S. Fry. J. Johnston, J. Judah, W. 8. 


J. Morris, I. G. Michael, H. 


-in this Company up to the present time,. but 


J. Berthelot, N. 


Collinsov, H. J. Clark,- P,. Crighton, 


lias, 


Jackson, A. Korff, D. Landale, A. W. Maitland, 

Mandl, A. Miller, 
8. Nielaon, H. Ollerdessen, A, Penney, W. G. 
Pirie, D, C. F. Peebles, T, Pemberton, H. H. 
Read, W. B.. Robertson, H. Robertson, F. A. 
Robinson, J. N. Robb, Dr. Gilbert Reid, M A. 
Sopher, E. B. Skottowe, Dr. Stanley, W: F. 
Spinney, J. D. Thorburn, F. B. Taylor, D. 
Turnbull, J. Valentine, A: Vita, T. Weir, R. 
Wortmann, W. Wanderleach, J. M. Young, 
Ng Tik-shan, and Pwo Yuk-chor, representing: 
about 33,089 shares. 


The Chairman—I need not ask the Seoretary 
to read the Resolutions you are called together 
to consider, as they are before you. .As yon 
know, a good dea! of friction has been guing on 


when I tell you Iam going to propose all these 
resolutions myself, I think you will agree with 
me that we have come to an amicable settlem-nt. 
I have met various deputations from the ten 
gentlemen who signed the requisition cling 
this meeting, gentlemen who were very represen- 
tative shareholders and themselves hold.a great 
many shares. After much discussion we came 
to the agreoment to amend our Articles of Asso-- 
ciation in a way which these ten gentlemen have 
accepte | in the interests of the shareholders. I 
need not detain yon longer, because the less ssid © 
at this meeting the better, but I think it is 
much better we should have come togétier all - 
through in a friendly spirit. That has’ been. 
the way in which Mr. Taylor and all the other | 
rentlemen cducerned in this agitation have 
met.me, snd I hope Ihave dealt with tham in. 
the same spirit (applause), 


yaa) ae 
The Chairman then proposed, and Mr. JOM. 
Young seconded :— 


“That it is desirable to reconstruct the 
Company and, accordingly that the Company 
be wound up voluntarily and that Liquidators 
be appointed for the purpose of such windin 
u 


This was carried nein. con. 
The Chairman remarked,'in regard to the 
second resolution, that an amendment bad been 
made by Mr. Korff, seconded by Sir Charles 
Dudgeon, to add the words ‘ and Engineering” 
to the title of the new Company. The Directors 
were quite prepared to accept that ameudment, 

Mr. Bayne suggested that the amendment 
should ba put, and that if passed it should bo 
incorporated in the second resolution when it 
came to be proposed. : 

This was agreed to, and the amendment was 
passed. ; . 

The Chairman then moved, and Mr. Bayne 
seconded, the amended; second fesolution as 
follows :— a ee ee ee 

That the said Liquidators -be and they are 
hereby authorised to consent to the registration 
of the new ‘Company to be named .—“ The 
Shanghai Dock and Engineering Company,. 
Limited,”’. with » Memorandam and Articles 
of Association submitted at this meeting to-the 
shareholders and, if approved, to be confirmed: . - 
ata subsequent meeting, Re te ie : 
This was ca! 


ied nem.) con. “bob 
[Js Craig: 


WE po 


of the old Company to such new Company;:ani 
rry into effect the two foregoing Be eotutions 


ted dees 


tles Dudgeon thoug 6 méeting 
break up without recording its thanks 
ho-had devotel a great amount | 
g this business to's satisfactory 
on,. Mr. F. BE. Taylor. It was due to 
y he-had dons’ the work that it 


ed throughin such an amicable. 


86). ; ° ae 

an added a fow words.saying: that 

4 8 negotiations Mr, Taylor‘ bad 

st cordial and shown no aggressivendss 

) hoped he (the speaker) had not: been ’ 

_ageressive either. ee we oes oh 

’ -Mr, Weir thought a special vote of thanks 

should be. accorded to the Chairman on this 
poeesion ap piente) Seed eee Ng ae aa oes 

| Mr. Tay or exprossed kis obligations for: the 

remarks made and the. way ii which thoy had- 

been received. He thotight tlic: people really to’ 

- be. thanked:.were the four gentlemen who had 

come forward to undertake a great deal-of bard’ 


work for. most-inadeqnate remuneration—the |. 


’ new directors, Sir Chas. Dudgeon and: Messrs. 
W. J. ,Gresson, A. Korff, and J. Johuston 
he Chairman explained that, ds the financial . 
year of the old company ended on the 30th of 
April, it would probably bo-advisable that, the 
new Company should begin-on the Ist of May. 
The shareholders decided to leave this matter 
in the hands of the liquidators and the meeting 
ended. . - | sae SER pec, ees apee 


DEATH OF MR G.J. L. LITTON. 


ee ee 


Woe deeply regret to learn from the Rangoon 
Times the death of Mr. G. J. L. Litton, 
British Consul at Tengyush, an officer to 
whom the.mereanfile community of Rangoon 
have been deeply ind-bted for his earnest labours 
in Yunnan on their behalf. No details have 
_ been received, but it is understood Mr. Litton 
‘died of fever on January 9th, on the eve of 

ig departure on well-earned leave... Mr. 
Litton,. who- wag thirty-six years of age, 
was edticated at Eton and'at Oriel College, 
Oxford, and entered the Consular Servica 

~ in 1891, first serving in the Strails Settlements 
and afterwards in China, In 1899-1900 he was 
attached to. the. Burm6-Chinese -Boandary.: 
ghar was then posted to Tengyueh. 
Mr, Litton had a high reputation in the servive, 
and his premature death will be deeply 
deplored. . Ottewill, who succeeds him, has 
left Bhamo for Tengyueh. - 

While -Mr. Litton was attached to the 
Burmo-Chinese Boundary Commission he 
nearly lost his life. Accompanied by Major: 
Kiddle, of the R.A.M.C., and Mr. Sutherland 
an -official of the British Shan States, Mr, 
Litton visited the market of Mengtung. They 
were nnoxpectedly attacked by a number of Was 
(& ‘savage tribe of head-hunters), armed with 
swords and guns. Mr. Litton was knocked 
senseless, but was eventually saved by the 
bravery and presence of mind of a Chinese 
soldier; his two companions were killed and 
their heads borne in triumph to the village of a 
_ Wa chief. “Reprisals followed, the escorts of 
the Chinese.and British commissioners acting 
- inconcert, and about 60 Wa villages were 

destroyed. 2 


"POLICE SHOOTING CONTEST. 


" ’s Althotigh. an: .ideal day for a picnio, the 
~ weather. on January 26’was not alljthat could be 
Gesired:-by. marksmen, consequently while there 
“Was :-&.good<attendance at the King Edward 
--Range,..Kowloon, 
numbe ladies, the shooting was not up to 
e.:: The match was Police Inspectors- 
rest. of. the force, and with a strong, : 
lowing. and in a treacherous:light, shoot. . 
gan. Tho shooting was at 20, 400 and 
The Sergeants and Constables won 
nts. For this side Pitt scored 88; 
9: Inspectors -Mr. :Warnoek: headed. 

ato of Wer ery iC ee aoa 


eee 8 


Peking atrest 
broug: 


life is the | 
5 need by 
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"BARON SUYEMATSU AND THE f 


(iN D I 


be 
“ 


In consequence of Reuter's telegrams an 


nouncing that Baron Snyematen, while a 
passenger on the N.D.L. 5.8. Zesten, had com- 
plained of discourtoous treatment, a Daily Press 
representative was instrnoted to interview -the 
distinguished Japanése diplomat, as well as the 
commander, ‘immediately :on arrival, of the 


- Bteameor-dt- Hongkong. . 


_, Baron --Suyematsu “said. .that~ but for;one 
tircumatanos he. would not, have consented. te 
‘vefer again to this disagreeable matter. He 


| pablished hia complaint at Port Suid, the first 
available ‘opportunity ; and “at ‘Colombo, the 


‘German Consul,..who happened also-to be.agent 
for thé Norddeutscher Lioyd, waited upon him. 
-and assured him that- no intentional disrespect 
had been. paid to him. ee ee 
, With that assttrange,” said His Excellency. 
“I was quite sitisfied; and prepared to regard 
the iricident as closed I agree to speak for 
publication in the Daily Press now. because of. 
‘what was published in a newspaper at Singapore 
[Straits Times]; as coming froni the the Captain 
when interviewed at Penang. That statement 
is false from beginning to énd. Captain 
‘yon Binzer is reported to have said that. 
the upper seats at the Chief Officer's 
table were occupied: by ladies. ‘That Ys not 
‘troe, Apart.from: any special claims to 
courtesy, I consider that ‘as’ a Japanese 
gentleman I was disgracefully. treated. I was 
seated, with my staff and three other Japanese 
passengers, at the foot of the Chief Officer's table, 
At eacl. port on the way out pasengers were 
getting off, and if there had been any sincere 
desire to make amends, I conld. easily have bean 
offered more honourable places. It is {rue that 
the captain approached me on board;.as he 
says, but the manner in which he did it was' to 
add further insult to the one already piven. 
He approached me as I was coming out of the 
smoke room, when it was dark.” i 
The iatetview with the captain was not 
managed. He was very busy, naturally, 
and the numerous other engagements of onr 
reporters prevented a mutually convenient 
appointment. We reprodyge, therefore, Capt. 
von Binzer's explanation as it was published at 
Singapore—the one to which the Baron lias 
just<sken exoep ion, : 
“He says ¢ 
returning Chinesé Minister, boarded the Zieten 
at Southampton. He (the Captain) had received 
no instructions from his Company or elsewhere 
that he was to expect any passenger of such 
exalted rank; but when the Minister saw him, 
he gave him his flag, which he had hoisted at 
the fore, as is thé customary courtesy with all 
ger ships and warsbips when carrying a 
istinguished personage of alien nationality, 
Jho Captain’s table was already full, but the. 
Minister was offered. the separate private table 
usually reserved for distinguished persone, and 
he accepted it. “Subsequently, at Genoa, Baron 
Suyematsnu came on board the Ziefen. Captaia 
von Binser had received no instrueticns as to 


which included ‘a large | 


that H-E.(Chang Ta-jen, the: 


norial haa also’ boon 

telegraphed by the Tartar-Genorals and the tw: 
Lieutenant Tartar-Generals ‘and ‘the: 
Chancellor. An early decree is expected. 
and it ia hoped the matter will-be settled 
as the memorial contains ‘full | partie 
to how the railway shouldbe ‘construot 
appears that it was through: error. that 
express issied by the Yeong-Shing it wast 
that a Tartar-General Ping-Keo : was 
deputed to Canton. The official referred to: 
a son of the Ex- Viceroy Hui, and is not a Tartar: 
General, This departure has been moreove: 
cancelled, Viceroy Chou Fa having been ordered 
to ca’ out the investigation.|- It is expeate 
that the commissioners appointed * by::the 
Liang-Kiang Vieeroy will soon arrrive her 

IME SILK TRADE. °° °° - 


the total down to 80, Itise 

will close after the New Year and: that™< 
only about 50 filatures will| remain. ~‘Tho-* 
prosperity. of this branch) of commerce * 
is closely linked to the general prosperity ‘of* 
business in Kwangtung, as money is soaroe:or = 
plentifal according to the importance of the 
export of this commodity. Trade is generally: 
Aepressed in consequence, aud it is anticipated ° 
that, if business does not improve, a commer 
crisis will be the vesult. ca 


VICEREGAL FHARS, aoe, 
It was reported before the Chinese New Year: - 
hed..to Peking «:. 


trained soldiers. re 
ison so as‘to enable... 
him to cope with an emergenoy -should trouble «.: 


ise. @ two -batches: of: Kiang-su an 
Yuan-Hui soldiprs arrived. here .on.:‘the: 28 
inst. and. are stationed. mear. the Small :.: 

Gate. ‘Lhey w¢re landed ‘yesterday, . 660, fre 
the Chi- Yuen and 640 from the!-Tai-Shun,. 


‘China Merchants’ steamers. The 


Taotais, as 

the recent trouble. 

Canton next week. or fe tedden ne ae 

MORE VICEREGAIL, VIEWS OF THR RAILWA 

: SITUATION. | of) SY 

The. Viceroy has sent. a. despat 

General Chamber of Commerce. - It refe 

to the redemption of the. Canto: ar £01 


; of Canto 


‘it is onl: 


- gailways-ia Ob 


tig: Viesroy ald: dena 
Throne, Chee ~ Chih. has 


m.to : has | 
if) been’ ordered by Peking to ‘make private 


16 zhave.the right 

_the work :and shall. control ‘that 
ine until the monies disbursed by 
refunded. . Such sams advanced 
-of course.. This yot-can see. 

ity| you are bringing upon your-: 
ngth of the line from Wong-Sha 

hn frontier at Ping-Shek is about 
sand .li, . This section is a long one, 
hig undertaking, If #large fund is not 
be’ a. difficult. matter to carry it 

he. most important qnestion is, How 
funds? My plant ‘are as follows: 

; O£ if from. the Government 

3@ another part by- inoreased 

the balance by-inviting the people 

es inthe company. With régard 

-two methods I have already given 

~ : the officials, the Provincial 

e. Salf Comptroller, the Sin 
the Likin department.. The 
estion is to invite the people 
aki res,.and, in doing go, rules and 
a must be drawn up and published 
hat: the-people shonld be informed. You 
-all-aware that in Japan and Hurope 
re numerous and that the people of 
intries believe that every railway is a 
>in iteelf. A suggestion has only to 
the morning for the construction of 
view aod the funds are there in the 
Now,. we are only beginning to have 
ina. Thera are many wealthy 
gentry.and merchants in Kwangtung. If they 
only wonld; combine and take up shares in the 
railway company: it would be constructed 
Yery.s00n. Bosides, if this railway is completed 


"the line i 


ev: 


it would: not end in Hankow but will extend | 


onto: Biberia and. thence to Europe. The 
enormous profits that would be derived are an 
bsolute: certainty. If you cannot raise funds 
sconstrnot ‘this railway, it is like sitting 
d::seeing the. profits flowing into 
pookets. I cannot guarantee that 
will not be tempted to snatch it away 

_ At present the directora of the 
nkow Railway head office in Kwang- 
targ have sent me a copy of the conditions and 
-regulations: of the company for inviting the 
per take np shares in the concern, They 
ery carefully drawn up. Itis now my duty 

5 rd this re to the General Chamber 
merce :of “Canton and to request: it to 

‘the gentry and merchants to deliberate 

sch “item minutely. If there are any 
ry-slterations to be made, they should 

‘by the Chamber of. Commeros for 

his is ‘a’ matter from which ‘the 

Will: derive a benefit. It is for 

‘Any suggestions will receive 

‘Will not.gradge.the work, . 

ard if may be, My chief 

“railway constructed, and 

not work I will take 


foreign 
foreig 


ny energetic and. resolute: 


rantee the raising of funds, 


") 


luce’ such bape a tai I will: 


I ) privilege with full: power and 
‘construct the railway, and I will give 
protection. But:you cannot under any 
sy the construction of tho railway, 
lost important ‘in this matter. I 

a will take early steps to. convene 


nd will abstain from disobedisnce. 


ive an‘eatly reply from you. 
& copy .of the conditions. and 


Viceroy held 


quarry. 


enquiries about affairs at Canton: 
" . ° POSSIBLE ‘MAGISTERIAL CHANGE. ~~ 


‘; ‘Phe Poon-yu Magistrate, Chai Wai-tung, is 


in disgrace so far a6 local officials are concerned 
his colleagues wish to replace him with Tong 
Shing-chung, the Shuntak ‘magistrate. The 
® private consultation yesterday 
morning with the officials. . 


A SPECULATION FOILED. . “tT 


‘The Viceroy has-officially closed a granite 

which a: native’ had let to’ a prominent 
Hongkoog compradore, it having been 
represented that the quarry was on Government. 
property. The quarry was taken asa speculation 

to supply material for the railway. — 


OR rere 3 
re x 
CANTON-HANKOW RAILWAY. 
: _ ——e— 

, . .*+, SAMBHUI BRANCH. 

Mr. C. W. Mead, late Chiof Engineer of the 
Canton- Hankow Railway, contributes a copiously 
illustrated article on the survey and partial 
cons{raction of this line to the Fur Eustern 
Review of the current month: He says:— 

Leaving Canton the line runs -N. up the 
Pearl River about 30 ms. where it strikes across 
to the Pei River following t e ‘valley about 
100 ms. to Shao Chou, thence up the Wei River 
to near its headwaters, where it crossss a range 
of mountains onto the headwaters of the Lei 
River whioh flows N. into the Siang and 
Yangtsz3; then following the Lei, Siang 
and Yangtaze valleys to Wuchang on the 8S. 
side of the Yangtszea opposite Hankow. The 
line traverses a country rich in both agricultural 


and mineral re-ources, and thickly s -ttled except:-|. 


in the mountainous districts and some of the 


flooded sections of the Yangteze and Siang | 


River valleys. | 

Approximately th+ main line is 750 ms. in 
length, and there are about 150 ms. of branches, 
of which, t.e most important is the, Canton- 
Samshui li.e which has been constructed and 
in operation for 2years, An important feeder 
leading from Ping Hsiang to Chu Chou, about 
60 ms., has been constructed, and is now in 
operation This will bring the products of 
the Ping H:iuny coal mines, owned and. oper- 
ated by H., Sheog Kang Pao, to Cha Chun. 
where tiuey will be transhipped to the-fan 


Yaog Iron Works, a!so owned and ‘operated |. 


by Sheng. 
"* BURVEY OF THE LINE. 

A reconnoisea ce survey was run over the 
entire liao by Wm. Barclay Parsons ina 
1898-9. Since then preliminary. surveys 
have been’ run fro.a Canton . -nearly 
150 ms. dad 100 ‘mz, of same permanently 


located. On the .N. ‘ed preliminery and 
location iues fave beeu raa.from Yo Chow, |. 


at the mouth of the Siang Hiver, to Chu 
Chou, the point uf interséo.iun with the. Pan g 


Hsiang. breach. . This is.a distance-of 150 ms., |. 
and is p obably the portion which will :be first |. 


constructed. This section, in connection -with 


the Ping Hsiang-Chu Chow, branch will deliver 


coal and cake to the comparatively deep water 
navigatiou of the Yangteze whence it . will be 


distributed along the lower Yangtsze by. boat, 


The Cantn-Samshui. branch: for the first 


ldy ‘from 30. to 50 ft." bel 
varied from'3 to 7. ft. in‘tl 
oases a bearing power of only 6 
be obtained, in which ‘cases|spec 
made b putting in- more |p: 
more 
water-level, all the silt ta 
them,| and coarse stones 
within 2 ft. of their tops upo 
was built to sub-grade and grat 

put on. “The spans are of-10;-15, : 
deck girders, and 40.and 60ft. throu 
There is one| bridge across the Sa 
with 96-£t. spans and three|other brid 


2-storey structure 
the cost’ was about 


irely operated | 
workmen, ~ ones, at OE 


er 


14 ms, out from Canton runs over a flat country |: 


of alluvial formation and entirely covered with 
rice fields, cane, and vegetable gardens. This 
country is cut wy many tidal streams, some 
of them being 125 ft. wide and very deep. 
Beyond Chai Bin the country assumes a broken 
aspect, and miny low ‘ridges’ separate the 
various: valleys across which the line runs, 
' These ridges are mostly of soft sandstone, only 
ove reef of:hard rock being found, and that was 


a black basalt ab Wong Ting See, rile EB of} 


Sai Nani. The eutire.country except the rid 
would be subj 


which are sbout 7 ft. near Canton, while at Sam. 


t to overflow except: for dykes. 


ical, while 
hans the wheslbarrow > 


ground. ‘ ‘I'he piles “werd: cit” off 


98 ee er 
_ through rice fields, was from 10 to 12 cts, per 
cub. yd., the cost increasing as to height of 
embankment, coming up te 18 or. 20. cts. in 
some of the highest. These prices obtained on 
the main line after the completion of the branch. . 
The cost of rock excavation run from 60 cts. on 
the softer sandstones to $1.40 on hard trap per 


cub, Pos : ‘ 

Piles cost from 25'to 35 cts. per lin. ft, accord- 
ing as they were. 25 or 50 long. The piles 
used were Chinese pine brought many hundreds 
of miles from tle headwaters of the North and |. 
West Rivers. This wood is very poor—some- 

. thing Tike basswood—but is the best available 
and answers fairly. well for pile foundations, 
’ but great care has to be ysed in driving to avoid 
breaking. A‘diameter of from.14 to 19” ins. 
at the butt is. about the extreme siza that is 
obtainable. The driving cost about $2 each. 
At the larger bridges steam drivers were used 
and at the smaller ones hand drivers. The 
hand drivers were handmade and operated 
wilh a whim. _One of. the drivers was. fitted 
with a treadmill arrangement for raising the | 
hammer, and it was found that the same number 
of coolies would drive twice as many piles by 
this method in a day as by hand, and the 
manner .of working appealed to-them more 
strongly than raising the hammer by turning 
ac . 
Concrete for bridge foundations: were com- 
osed of 1 part cement, 3 parts sand, and 5 parts 
token stone. This cost in places-from $10 to 
$14 per cub. yd., exclusive of cost of cofferdams 
when used, which added from 81 to 82 per cub. 

d. The cement used was the “Green Island " 

rand which is one of the best cements in tbe 
Orient and very satisfactory ta use on account 

of its uniformity. Sand of a most excellent 
quality was found. in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood while the brcken stone came from the 
North River and cost about $2 per cub. yd. 
-  Oragon Pine was used for forms, false work, 
ete,, and cost in Canton $70 per 1000 ft. 
ROLLING STOCK. 

The rolling stock is all of Ameri¢an’ mike. 
‘Hight second-hand locomotives of the Manhattan 
Elevated Railroad were bought for $3,0u9 gold 
each, and sent out for temporary and construc- 
tion purposes. .The standard locomotives weigh 
about 80 tons complete and were built by the 
Pittsburg Locomotive Works. Two of them are 
in use now and they are very cummon-sense and 
up-to-date machines. Twenty 40-ton flatcarssvere 
sent out before the branch was completed and it 

. was necessary to transform these into temporary | 
ngef coaches. This was done by the use 

of rough Oregon Pine, boarding them up half 
way, putting on a roof covered with “P. & B.” 
roofing, and furnished with four long benches 
running lengthwise of the coach. The first 
class coaches were the same except the benches 
were either covered with Canton matting or 
replaced with bamboo chairs and had Canton 
matting.on the floors. 

The next step was the conversion of boxcars 
into passenger coaches which was performed 
by putting in benches and cutting two small 

. ea on either side. After a few months 
firat, second and third-class coaches, were sent 

out, also baggage cars. — . 

This branch commenced to pay after the first 
month that it was put in operation. The in- 
crease in volume of passenger traffic was steady 
for 15 months, when very nearly the maximum 
wasreached. Since then the increase has been 
slow. The receipts of this line average from 
$50,000 to $60,000 per month, and the operating 

expenses are about 25 per cent. This makes a 
. Very creditable showing for Mr, Lind, the ef- 
ficient traffic manager. An express freight bas 
been established which is growing in popularity, 


Patera wantin s 
are) aaa 38 


valuable cargo, such as specie, silks, tea, etc. 
It will be sometime, if ever, before this line will 
do a large freight business for waterways are 
everywhere and afford a cheap, if Flow, means 


of transportation, and time is no object to the 
average Chinaman in his common everyday 


THE MAIN LINE, — 
Construction was begun on the main lino in 
January, 1904, and entirely suspended in 
October of the same year. During this time 
_ 112 ma. were practically completed from Canton 
“t¢:Ko-Tong, withthe exception of laying the 
sils: over.-the last'6 ms.) This work was not 
°. ‘proseouted. vigorously -as the money of the 


‘| ofa mile in length and at-the sammit 50 ft. deep, 


eigners with Chinese firemen. 


general supervision over the rolling stock and 
teach new men. 


and which is sure eventually to get all traffic in |. 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND . 
company began to get short ‘and only a limited 
amoudt could be expended monthly. It was 
very unfortunate that fhese 12 ms. could not 
have been. finished and put into operation, as 
they would have added very materially to the 
receipts of the company. Un these 12° ms. 
there was one throagh cut which was aboat 4 


HONGKONG BENEVOLENT 
iy SOCIETY. | 2 0 2 lsu 
_—— fs ~ - # = 
ANNUAL pala as 
The 16th annual meeting of | the puckes # 
Benevolent Society was held ati the City~“Hall 
Lon the 3rd ebruary, when |the Hon: Mr. 
H. E. Pollock presided over a fair attendance.. | 
The Chairman read the antual: report sub-” 
mitted by the ladies of the econimittes, At'the’ 
outset fhe ladies exprussed their thanks to all’ 
who had assisted in carrying out. the work of 
the Society during the past year. In that: 
‘period 22 cases were brought under the notice 
of the committed-and in 17 of |these assistance 
was given. Other cases, numbering over 40, 
were assisted through the Rey. J. H. France, 
who had rendered considarable service to the 
Society by investigating cases and helping stoh 
as were deserving, the Society! placing $15 per 
month at his disposal for this purpose. Employ- 
ment was foand in the Colony /for some of the 
applicants and passages paid for vthers ‘to 
various places where they had friends or were 
likely to find employment. The Society psid - 
for the support and education: of four orphans 
at: the Diocesan Girls’ School every month in 
1905. One had now finished her education and 
had obtained employment in the Colony as 
nursemaid. Two girls had becn supported at 
the Italian Convent for the year; one boy at 
the French Convent; and ‘one girl partly 
supported &t Miss Johnstone's. As the funds of 


the Society were at a very low ebb in October 
Major Chapman kindly consented to the pro- 


and contained .112,000 cub. yds. of material. A 
small industrial railway was used to haul 
the ‘material in this cul to make the embank- 
ments on either end. Tha extreme haul was 
3,000 ft. and the cost was 2-c. a yd. The 
bridges on this section were all small and 
single spans. At Ko Tong 1 6-ft. spans were 
to ba put in. Foundations had not beea built 
atthe time of the closing down ¢f tha work but 
the sp.ns were made and in the yard of the 
Wong Sha, or Canton terminal. ; 

When the Canton-Samshui division was put 
in operation all the locomotive drivers were for- 
Within a year 
from the date of operfing all the foreigners had 
been replaced by the -native firemen and only 
one foreign expert driver reétained to have 


The same thing was done in 
handing the steam pilé drivers. At first the 
crew was made up of foreigners who were soon 
replaced with Chinese. This applied through 
all the work, and when construction was 
tuspended there was very little nevded of skilled 
foreign foremen,.as Chinese skilled workmen 
had been developed in all lines. 


EXCISE OFFICER MURDERED. 
‘TK(GEDY IN THE NEW TERRITORY. 

A. disquisting ‘ramour was in circulation in 
4he city on the 3rd February which on teing 
investigated proved ‘to have its foundation in 
the fact that the Chief Excise Officer of the 
Qpium Farm in the Néw Verritory had been 
doné to death in circumstances which pointed 
to ‘murder. ‘The deceased,. Mr. Chau Beng- 
chan, who had come from Singapore and 
had. proved’ + most energetic official, was 
stationed at Taipo, and while it is conjectured 
that murder was not the aim of the assailants, 
but rather.rehbery, ft would seem that they had 
been induced to more violent measures than 
they had anticipated. ; 

Sa {o> ag.can be ascertained, a party of armed 
robbers entered the matsifed occupied by Mr. 
Chau Beng-chan in the early hours of Saturday 
morning. As he had weapons there it is evident 
they must have taken him unawares, an‘ it is 
even suggested that there must have been some 
complicity between his servants and the robbers 
before they could have gained admission to the 
matshed. At any rats, when the police were 
apprised of the occurrence, and Sergeant Lander 
-proceeded to the place, he fuund Mr. Ciau 
Beng-chan dead, amid many signs of a 
striggle. It was probably the stout resistance 
offered that resulted in the fatal deed being 
perpetrated by the miscreants, who ia their 
haste to escape went off leaving the 
buaodle of loot they had prepared. The police 
authorities at Hougkong were communicated 
with, and'in the afternoon the police launch 
proceeded to Taipo and took the necessary steps 
in the circumstances. ‘The four robbers, with 
the two chair coolies who were in the-employ of 
the deceased, have disappeared, 

]t is stated that within the last few days six 
native excise officers have resigned because they 
feared inpending trouble, and the Opium Farmer 
is-of the opinion that the criminals are likely to 
be found among the gangs of smugglers, 


being given to the Society. Through the 
kindness of many people and firms, wko: gener- 
ously gave their services and help, and to the 
committee supporting the concert the funds 
were increased by the large amount of- $1,095. 
During the year Mrs. Robertson resigned her 
place on the committee owing to ill-health, aud 
Mrs. Dickson had since .acted as president, 
Lady Berkeley. continuing as vice-president. 
Mrs. Hoare left the Colony-duriog the year, 
and Mrs. Johnson was elected onthe committee 
in her place. The following ladies retire in 
rotation from the committee: Mrs. Hickling, 
Mrs. Stewart, Mrs. Peter-and Mrs. Swan. The 
two former offered themselves for re-election ; 
Mrs. Peter and Mrs. Swan résign, as they were 
leaying the Colony. - . 


The CHAIRMAN, having given details of the 
cases of relief, ssid it woald be seen that the 
Society had done a great deslof work and would 
have done more if they had had the funds at 
their dispossl. He shoald Hike to see more 
people subscribe to the funds! of the Society and: 
assist them in their work, because all who had 
‘offices in the city knew that mea often came in 
for assistance and were given money in order to 
be got rid of.. He objected most strongly. to 
indiscriminate charity and indeed to charity. at 
all to anyone who was able to work: It would 
be better, in his opinion, iff people instead of 
giving money themselves were to contribute to 
the Society and then refer all cases to it. 
By doing 20 they could be sure that 
each case would be . properly investigated 
and dealt with on its merits (applause): “The 
accounts showed that they had carried forward 
$982.03 from last year, and had afforded relief to 
the extent of $2,888.54, but‘had jt not | 
the large sum, $1,095, receive! through the 


deficit to face. He, therefore, appealed to: the 
general public to come forwird and support the. 
Society, which he might say was urgently in 
need of fuods.- Regarding the Destitutes’- 


The plague total stands at three. During the 
week ending Jan. 27th, five cases of smallpox 
were notified, two being fatal. One was a 
Singhalese, the other four were Chinese. : 


resolution which was passed at last. annual 
meeting by which it -was' decided: to adopt 
His Excellency the Governor's pro “tem- 
porarily for a term of not less than 4 *year 
until the Government liad drawn -up some 
scheme to do away with. the. difflculty, + His 
Exceliency had written to say that he wished 


Viceroy Chang Chih-tung has detailed three 
battalions of the reorganised Hupeh provincial 
army to act as guards to the Peking-Hankow 
Railway, from Hankow to the southern banks of 
the Yellow River. From the northern banks of 
that river to Peking the Viceroys and Governors 
of ‘the provinces through which the line passes 
will detail each a battalion or so to act as guards 

_ of his particular section, 


other gaarantors would do the same, 
daring the coming year. From this it: 
be seen that the Government -had evi 
yet been able to draw up any 


ceeds taken at one of the Volunteer concerts - 


n for - 


Volunteer concert they wou'd have a serious . 


Relief Scheme members would remember ‘a - 


to continue his subscription and hoped that 
aifadoa ‘ 


ry 


scheme. His Excellency was anxious that the 
schemefor giving relief in deserving cases 
should be continued, so he hoped that the same 
guarantors and some fresh ones -would come 
forward. : Fas 

“Mr. Pollock then read the Rev. J. H. France's 
report of the working of the Guarantee Scheme 
as. follows:—In view.of the fear: openly 
expressed: by prominent members of the com- 
munity that the publication of the guarantee 
scheme would lead to the invasion of undesir- | 
ables from the surrounding ports it was thought 
advisable.to exercise care in the administration 

of the funds, and to err in the direction of 
strictness rather than in that of leniency, and 

’ it was made a fixed rule that men who were 
known to-have deserted their ships should not 
be-eligible to receive its benefits. At the same 
{ime.care was taken that no deserving case that 
could be.bronght under the scope of its opera- 
ions should be neglected. About the middle 

- of the year it-was suggested by His Excellency 
. Sir Matthew Nathan that the original scheme 

_ should Be extended .so as to make it available 
_ “not only for seamen but also for destitute 

Europeans of all. classes. This ‘proposal 
having. been accepted by all but two of 

‘the guarantors the scheme on the whole 

was worked on ‘tho wider lines, care. 
‘: however, being taken to reserve the guarantees 
of’ fhe two diseentients for. bond fide sailors. 

' Ten cases in all were admitted to the benefits 

of thescheme. Out of this number six obtained 
employment after longer or shorter pericds of 
waiting. One of this number on the very day 
on which he became chargeable to his guarantor. 
One was.taken over by the Board of Trade and 
sent home to England; one through age and 
infirmity coupled with bad habits failed . to 
obtain. employment; a third disappeared from 
the Colony on the day on which employment 
was found for him anda fourth, after staying 
in the Sailors’: Home for three days, refused 
to comply with the reasonable requests of 
the’ Home superindendent and Jeft the Home 
and subsequently the Colony. On the whole, 

‘the scheme may be said to have met a 
real need, A number of men have been enabled 
by. its means to keep afloat during what might 
otherwise have been a period of absolute destitu- 
tion, and have thus had a much better chance, 
of getting employment. ; 

Rev. Mr. HicKLING asked if al] the guarantors 
under the Governor's scheme had been called on 
during the year. 

Mr. PoLiock understood that (en guarantors 
were not. ; . 

Mr. Hick1ine supported Mr. Pollock’s re- 
marks, but wished to add that no charity should 
be given to anyone able to work and able to get 
work. “There had been cases during the year of 
nen able and willing to work, but unable to get 
it; there was also a case in which a man who 
had been assisted not only repaid the money 
experided on him, but gave a donation towards 
assisting ; other unfortanates, He thought 


+ 


there were many people who would support 
the Society, but who could not afford to give 
$12; therefore, they should make it known that 
they would be pleased to receive smaller. 
amounts, Another important matter he 


‘thought should be brought forward was with 
regard to the increasing number ‘of destitute 
Americans who were finding their way here 
from Manila. It was very necessary that the 
American community in the Colony should 
comé-forward with some real assistance towards 


to call-on their own nationals they were turned 

by, underlings,.-and never ‘succeeded in getting 

a . to the fountain head. - as 

/" "Mis. Pontock agreed with the remarks of 

Mesers. France and Hickling,and said he felt 

\, kata American dents would come forward 

~ now that theirtattention hud been called to the 
matter.of their destitute countrymen. 

The election of officers was then proceeded 

‘with,..the result being as follows .:—Pre- 

sident, Mrs C. W. Dickson ; vice-president, 

LadyBerkeley ; Hon. Treasurer, Mrs Gershom 

Stewart; Hon. Secretary, Mrs Thomson ; Com- 

-mnittes,-Mrs Badeley, Mre, Barnes-Lawrence, 

. Mrs Hickling, Mrs Turner, Mrs Marous Slade, 

rs.'faunders and Mra Browne; Reference 

France, Rev. C. H. 


* 


cal 


unders 


{ : 9 


r 30th, 1905. Statisties as a rule do. not afford 


rcreace of $172.00 under revenue, but an 


their relief. .When these people endeavoured . 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
-HONGKONG'’S FINANCES.” 


In the last.issae of the Government Gazette 
appears & comparative statement of the revenue 
and expenditure for the period ended November 


very entertaining reading, but some of the 
figures in the table under notice are very: 
suggestive and worthy of consideration.’ Look- 
iog at the totals first we find that the actual 
revenue up to November 30th was $6,138,896.13 
and the actual expenditure $6,209,548.43. Al- 
thongh we have overran the constable lagt year, 
we need not fear bankraptcy, and though it is 
not considered good business to draw on our 
resources, yet it is to be inferred that the | 
deficit is more an item of bookkeeping than ad 
actual loss. While the actual revenne falls: 
about -a million and a half dollars below the. 
estimates, it-is balanced to some extent by the,, 
actual expenditure being Jess than 

anticipated, just under a million dollars, so ‘ths’: 
guess work of the estimates is not so:far out:} 
after all. Again. it will be notioad that -in 
the previous year we were more fortuoately 
situated, for our revenus was in excess of the 
expenditure by about, roughly, $200,000. 
Therefore, figuratively speaking, a fat year 
has been followed by a lean one, This will 
become more apparent when subtracting the 
figures for the two years we get only an in- 


\ 


increase of $476,010 under expenditure. This 
would indicate that our income is certainly not 
keeping pace with our expenditure. Analys- 
ing the heads of revenue we find that the 
only decreases are from rent of govern- 
ment property, land and houses ($27,082 
89), and from land sales ($62,°:1.23). The 
largest increase is from licences‘and internal 
revenue not otherwise specified, $213,822, while 
the water account gives us an increase of $23,577, 
It is satisfactory to note that the Post Offi-e 
can show a progressive record, ifs reveuue 
having gone up from $387,893 in the similar 
period of 1904 to $395,034 for last year, although 
it has not come up to the estimate. Another 
remarkable featuré is that the amount derived 
from interest, $10,073. is mare than double what 
was estimated, $1,000; but the amount of 
miscellaneous receipts (62,908), while showing 
an advance over those for the same period in~ 
the preceding year, is ouly about our third of 
what was expected.’ Land sales’ results are not 
far short of two million dollars less than was 
expected, and that account has also ‘to show a 
decrease of $65.211 when compared with 1904. 
Turning to the heads of expenditure we are 
faced with the fact that there ‘are consider- 
ably more items which show increases than 
decreases. The most notable decreases are 
under the headings of Public Works Re- 
current, $91,307, aud Land Court, New 
Territory, $19,610, followed by the charge 
on account of public d+bt, $9,354. Last 
year the Post Office absorbed $521,052, almost 
double that of tha previous period and very 
much in excess of the es(imate. The Botanical 
and Afforestation Department was not so costly 
as was anticipated, only $39,489 being spent as 
compared with $45,643 the previous year. It 
was about $9,000 under the estimate The 
ecclesiastical expenditure was the same as 
last year, $2,700, but the money spent 
in education, which few will begrudge, is 
greater by $5,541 than in 1904, while the 
cost of medical and bactericlogical departments 
was $888 less. Another item which shows a 
decrease is the Magistracy, last year's figures 
beittg $31,64: as compared with $33,674 the 


brigade and gaol involved $612.859, a sum 


of the preceding period. The Sanitary 
Department also calls for an increasing 
expenditure. last year's figures, “$358,989, 
being $8.757 morethan ite predecessor. Military 
expenditure amounted to no less than 
$1,294,197, an advance of $89,099, while 
public works extraordinary called for $161,139 
more than last year. : 


Kowloon te to have a Post Office. Tenders 
are called in the current Gazette, which are 


_retarnable at noon on Tuesday, February 13th, 
at the C.8.0. The notification states that no 


work will be permitted on Sundays. 


-. Tho Honourable Capt. In A. W. 
Lawrence ~ .- 


” Mr: £. A. Hewett 


ea Bea's 


"Mr. 8. T. Dann... | 
- Lt-Col. C. H. Price, D, 8. O. 


The Governor and having power-to-add to their . 


marked with an asterisk. 


bottom, a distance apparently of about fifteen 


i nnn 


previous year, but the upkeep of police, fire | through the port. [Bunker coal to the amount 
| of 677,418 tons nti 
which shows an advance of $3,836 on that j 
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i : 


The Honourable Dr. Ho Kai . 
The Honourable Mr. Wei Yuk 
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‘Mr. Leung Pui Chi-’. 
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uumber-added the gentlemen whose names are 
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BANK OFFICLAL’S TRAGIC DEATH. ~ 


It is with regret we have to report the death. 
of Mr. George Alexander Chalmers, senior 
sub-accountant at the Chartered Bank, under 
tragic circumstances. About IL o'clock on 
January 25th Mr. Chalmers had occasion to 
godown to the servants’ quarters, and in des- 
oeading the narrow .stair his foot must have 
slipped, causing him to fabl -heavily_to, the 


feet, where he alighted on his head. Whén found 
a few minutes later by one of his mess mates he 
was io an rreonscidus condition. Medical 
tsuietifics was promptly sevured, and later he 
was conveyed to the Government Wivil-Hospital _. 
where he tlied at oue o’olock yesterday morning. 
He had received a fraéture on the base of. the 
skull and never récovered consciousness, 
Deceased, who was only thirty years of age, had 
beeu in the service of the Bank for eight years 
at Calouuta, Sourabayp, andin Japan, He left- 
Yokohama only six months ago to accompany 
the Inspector, and arrived here in August. 
He joined the Bauk/s staff in the following | 
month. A pathetic feature is that Mr. Chalmers 
had arranged to gp bome next month on 
furlough. : : ak 

A native of Montrose, Scotland, whére he |: 
leaves tio sisters, deceased was of a very 
amiable disposition {and during his short: 
‘residence here gathered round him a circle of 
friends who sill deeply mourn his loss, 


THE SHIPPING AND TRADE OF _ 
HONGKONG FOR 1905. - 


During the year {1905 the total namber of | 
ships trading to thig port was 452,758, having 
a registered ‘tonnage of 34,185,091. These . 
vessels discharged 4,733,943 tons of cargo, and: 
shipped 3,067,792, while 3,415,418 tons passed 


8 shipped. The number - .. 
of passengers to arrive was.5,812,841, of whom. 
5,511,365 departed) besides ‘64,341 emigrants. 
Of the vessels engaged in the trade of the p me 
3,995 were British and 3,845: foreign: ocean. 
going ; while in the riyer trade there: ‘were: 
7,488 British and.975 foreign river steamers. 
The number of ips under 60 tons engag: 
ed in foreign tradd was 1,800, while a‘fleet 
33,475 junks also traversed: eastern’ seas: bring 
ing cargo from. vartious- ports to 
from Hongkong! Steam 
number of 337,913 |wers | 
and 63,267 junks,/ the 8 
launches, not be: 
number. : 


rele 


“Ordinance -of - 19-3.” 
. provisions was the abolition of cabioles, the 
~ idea being that speculators would be compelled 


‘HONGKONG-AND THE HOUSING | 


~~ QUESTION. : 


--- 


i ‘\wRrtrEn FOR THE “© DAILY PRES.”] 

~~" The housing of the population of Hong‘song 
-. ig, a. question that has exercised the minds of 
‘cour ‘anthorities .for many “years and despite 


earnest attempts ‘at its. solation the problem 
‘alill faces us. There is no disguising the fact 
‘that the evils of overcrowding are a3 prononnéed 
as they were before the passing of the Public 


“Health Ordinance in 1903 and that notwith. 
_ ‘standing: glowing ‘reports of good work done 
> there is evidenze that onlr'the fringe has been 


touched. . Admittedly the resumptions which 
have been undertaken by the Government have 
proved of incalculable benefit to the areas which 
were so fortunately situated as to come within 


’ theic scope, but they have been very costly, and 


the work has’ been so tardy that it does not 
seem inopportune now to suggert that the ex 
isting conditions demand the application of mo‘e 
speedy me .sures, either as palliatives orreforais, 
With a view to bettering the housing of the 
. Chinese, the-whiole of the Sanitary and Building 
‘ Ordinances were consolidated inone Bill wl ich 
‘became the “ Pablic Health and Buildings 
One of its principal 


“to build suitable houses which would’ contain 
legal rooms, but unfortunately the desired 


~ _ result has‘not been achieved and the enactment 


ig for all practical purposes nugatery.- True, 
the wooden partitions which divided the floor 
of the Chinese house into so many apartments 
have been removed—thus complying: with the 
letter of the Ordinance—but they have been 
replaced by cloth curtains or sacking; which aro 


°* - more objectionable inasmuch as they afford less 


oo 


eter ae ot 
—— 


wl Ome Sere een 
COND RR 


‘Taipingshan the uosigh 
- “with pooplayanith 


" -whioh oooupy. ~ enb 
. really aula’ of’ a “bed space cartained off, 


a 


- —there 


privacy and are dirtier and more insanitary. 


his we can affirm as the result of independent 
inquiry. - -, 
- From tho superficial observation exercised by 
the ordinary citizen taking a walk through 


Chinatown.it is very apparent that the densely 


, packed hovels, more like rabbit -hutchés than 


the dwellings of human beings, are a menace to 
the public health and cert:inly no credit to any 
community. In the neighbourhood ot Old 
CreculONns, 5 WELMAHg 

£tjnalor, filth and dirt staring 
pYievasifor in the face, are veritable dens of dark 
ness. Supposing we enter any of those houses’ 
_what do we find? The most wrotched condi- 


~ tions in which it is possible to imagine any 
_ people. 


Take atypical house, not the worst 
by any means. Itis three or four storeys in 
height. Each storey consists of one long room, 
abont 60 feet in length and 13 feet in width, 
anda kitchen attached. ‘The ground floor is 
perbaps‘occupied as x workshop, with sleeping 
acoommodation for about ten persons b2yond. 


iatets 


part 
also 


do any work, murt light lamps or candles, | 


road da, 


the, oubicles—and a cubicle 


-. affording’ little or no privacy and absolutely not oa 


* the slightest. degree of comfort or convenience 
“the slight Sac rulsssveral beds or bunks in 


perhaps some Bingle men may sleep, 

e Boe ane cée overcrowding which this 
‘uses is sometimes to have over 
pg inene room. The third floor 
en’s flat, and consists of a number of 

* gartificated to accommodate 10, 12; or 14 
is) Wil ;exception of: the outside 
s of the flimsiest wood, and 
to: imagine what an awfal 


“is very difficult to keep those cubicles clean. 


‘woodwork being taken dowao. The owner escapes 


the remaining portion of the room on which the 


be should the ‘promises | 


‘HONGKONG, WEEKLY PRESS AND 


There is only one stuffy little kitchen avail- | \ 
able to the residents of each floor for culinary 
uses. Other conveniences there are nons, not 
even a constant supply of water, and thera can — 
be little wonder that with darkness, absence of 
fresh air, overcrowding, lask of ordinary eon: 
veniences, not to speak of a plentiful supply of 
watir, and impossibility of enjoying ablutions, it | 


Shanghai Piece Goods} 
18th January, 1906, stat b | 
week of the close of the Native ye 
of contradictions; and the whéx 
more happened, for, contiary'to’t 
of the trade at this particular se: 


Were the law enforced and only legal rooms 
permitted, ie. a window provided fer each 
cubicle, some measure of improvement would 
be apparent, but af present the only result 
of enforcing the law abolishing cubicles is 
to harass the unfortunale tenants who 
experience a bad time when the Sanitary 
Inspector comes round and. insists on the 


e No 
hiéfly, and, ‘as 
nm come to. 


all the worry and trouble except perhaps 
indirectly, when-he may experience difficulty in 
letting a floor, but that contingency will not 
ocour very often in a city where overcrowding 
is so :ampant as here. 

That the problem is not an insoluble one bas 
already been proved, Asyour correspondent ‘‘Pro 
Bono Publico” recently pointed ont, a block of 
honses has just bn erected on the east side of 
Hill Road, capsble of accommodating at least 
300 people. There the six tenements have 
lateral windows, a very ordinary convenience 
hag been pluced in each, and there are proper 
apartments, well lighted, and on the whole 
poets some degree of comfort and privacy. 

n existing tenemants that are not on areas 
sel. oted for resumption the application of similar 
methods as a palliative is surely not unworthy 
of consideration, pendiag some more drastic 
measure of reform which will not be so slow 
nor 80 expensive as the present policy of 
resumption. . 


at. -No doubt some have been resold, but only.a 
fraction of the quantities published. Speak 
generally clearances have been distinctly bette: 
thia no doubt being accounted for by the m 
favorable exchange obtainable now than for ‘n 
month, which enables holders to, be more lenie: 
in their demands if they. can get prompt cash.- 
Some of the resales of Anierican makes are most. 
erratic, and ex8mplify the necessity of the.dealers 
coming to the understanding they have done,at 
the same time showing the nervous state of anxie 

to which some of the weak holders were reduced... - 
Manchester keeps very strong with pricessometen.: -*. 
per cent. over sales here, which should help to.cur-.; 

tail the supply and put the trade on a more stable -..: 
footing again. 


Resalea of both Grey and Bleached . 
goods on that market, which we understand have 


COMMERCIAL, not been infrequent, will help to reliave thesitua- 
——_—~+—__-_— tion, here. The size of the Cotton crop still, seems. os 

SILK. ‘to be a. bone of co nen and ia yr joclar rather 
Messrs. A. BR. Bnrkill& Sons’ Silk Circular, | cause of the constant aera advanced to - 
dated Shanghai, J anuary, 18th, 1906, states :—The G2td. while Egyptian ie 325d. In New York - 
home markets are firm. Gold Kiling is quoted in the latest quotation for * July option” is 11.91. ; 
London at 12-1} and in Lyons at Fes. 34. Kaw The Goods market is‘unchanged. Stocke:—-The: - 


Silk.—Market firm but quiet. A few settlements 
of Tsatlees have been made at a small advance in 

meiprives, Yellow Silks—A small business has 
been donei ie Steam Filatures.— Coh- 
tinue to be taken in small lots for Lyons. Hand 
Filatures.—A fair business has been done in this 
class of Silk for Lyons. Waste Silk—No change 
to report. 


secretary of the Chamber of Commerce ~still.-.’ 
complains of the dilatory.manner in which the 
returns are coming in. It really makes one shiver 

to think of the appalling |state the stock books of - ~ As 
some Firms must be in if] it takes more than two boas 
weeks to find out what| they have got. Piece iO 
Goods.—'Trdusactions continue to be almost entire- poe? 
ly from second hand holders, and at prices that do- 
not tempt Importers to fell, There is & much - 
greater feeling of confidence in the future now, it” 
being anticipated the. demand will: set in with «~ 
renewed vigour after the |holidays; and with the-' . 


SUGAR. i 
Honaxona, Sth February.—A downward ten- 


deny grains, ma ing GUL coq, | sh sme te hme mnrelan god oppor 
anor y ‘ta on ity will be given to reduce stocks Vv ily: 
. “4 ” Ef pa steeee Hess 2 io ” before cheaper goods can be laid down here. ~The: we 
Da. = i hentein 5.30 ie 5. 45 * | Auctions show a slight reaction, pape semen flr ae 
Swatow, No. t White...... 8.00 to 8.10 ” | Cotton goods. The Yar market is strong an ad- 1. 
"Do. " 3) Whites. 7.10 & 716 ” | Yancing for all kinds, and Native Cotton ts Brinar 
Do. ” 1) Brown...... 6.00 to 6.05 7» | forward delivery. Ae 
* Do. » 2, Brown..... 5.60 to 5.65 ,, ; 


Foochow Sugar Candy.........10.50 to 1060 , 
Shekloong 9.55 fo 9.60 ,, 


. sarees 
Messrs. Arnhold, Karberg & Co.'s fortnightly .. 
Produce Circular, dated {Shanghai 24th January, , 
1906, states :-—Gallnuts.-——-T 
has strengthened since 


RICE. 

‘“HonaxonG, 6th: February.—The prices are 

thé came as when last reported. 

Saigon, Ordinary  .............ce.e02+00692.80 to §2.85 
» Round, good quality............ 3.60 to 3.65 
sy LONG... ccececccseesere sesteecseene 3.70. to 395 

Siam, Field mill cleaned, No. 2...... 2.90 to 2! 

en, = No. 1....0. 3.75 to 

va: LLG, .crscereseberssccceseceveserss 4.00 tO 
oy Fine Cargo wc... csssssesseee 4.20 to 


cy . 


very small 
eepecially for Hanh 

cially for ow 
vanes and export bus 


> OPIUM. 
" Honexona, 8rd February. 


Quotations are :-Allow’ce net to 1 catty. question. Shanghai ¢ he 
Malwa New : to — per pioul. | better demand for locs 
Malwa Old. .......0. to — do. There is some d 
Malwa Older - «.......$1180 to — do, 

Malwa V.Old.........$1200 to — do. 
“Persian fine quality ...81100 to —  do.- 
Persian extra fina...... $1150 to — do. . . ri 
Patna New  ....0..i00689830 to -— per chest. | Goatekin Rugs —T 
Pama O1d. ..s0.see0n $925 0 — do, - | descriptions but su 
Benares New ......... $900 .to — do, | —Big lots have change 
- Benares'Old ............900 to-— do. ‘and prices are consed| 


r 


‘ 


2 


1906:—The prices quoted 
weight excluding cost of 


f: 


f an.,-. 
shipping 
xport :— 


Per picul. 


Lom 
2 


ge 

hite:: Vegetable Tallow, Pingchew 
“andfor Macheng ....... 

‘Vegetable Tallow, Mongyn ...... 

een: Vegetable Tallow, Kiyu....s..s00 


, SVegetable Tallow S 
I| Wood Oil 4 


Per steamer Idomeneus, sailed on 18th January. 
For’ Port Said :—-27 cases glass bangles. .For 
London’ or Hamburg or Antwerp:—240 boxes 
hristles..: For London :—419 packagea merchan- 
dise.. For Amsterdam .—350 casks ginger, 43 
cases chinaware. For Rotterdam :—3 packages 


‘sundries;176 rolls matting. For London :—2365 


bales waste silk, 315 cases chinaware, effects and 
sundries, 505 rolls matting, 280 casks preserves, 
1,000 cases preserves, 600 bales canes, 121. pack- 
ages shells, 40 cases essential oil, 50 casks soy, 50 
cases‘ bristles. For London or Glasgow :—200 
casks preserves, 250 cases preserves. For London 
or Hamburg :—650 cases essential oil, 10 boxes 
bristles, 27 bales canes. For London or Cont.:— 
50 cases. essential oil, 509 bales canes, 2 cases 
shells, 4 cases human hair, 100 cases aniseed, 100 
bales: galangal. For Manchester :—150 bales. 
waste‘silk. For Glasgow:—350 casks ginger, 5 


i casks soy. ‘For Copenhagen :—135-bales feathers. 


For Antwerp:—170 bales feathers. 


_ Per steamer-Pak Lirg, sailed on 20th January, 


. For.Constantinople':—108 rolls matting, 76 cases. 
_ cassia.” For. ‘Trieste:—400 bales cassia. For 


reeilles <or Havre:—54 bales canes, ‘1Ucases 
human hair, cases chinaware, 65 bales human 


_ hair, 8 packageseffects. For Marseilles or Hayre:: 
*. 262 bales.canes, 50 cases aniseed. For Havré:—., 


” effets end 


60.-cases .aniseed. For Bordeaux :—714 ;rollé 

matting... For Liverpool :—276 bales waste silk,* 

117 :bales:canes, 100 ‘casks ginger, 35: packages | 
and ‘sundries. For Hamburg :—3 boxes 

feathers, . ; ; : . 

: < 


& O. steamer Oceana, sailed on 27th 

nuary:- For London :—2 cases cigars, 10 pack- 
ages feathers, 455 rolls mats and matting, G cases 
w re, 13 cases copperwate, 45 packages tea, 
silk, 2 packages sundries, 2 cases wet’ 

4 bales waste silk. For Gibraltar:—1 


ér Stentor, sailéd on 30th January. 


7 72 London:— 520 rolls matting, 62 packages 
on a Y 


sundries, 220 packages merchandise, 
canes, ‘For London or Hamburg :—48 
merchandise, 95 Wales canes. For 


‘packages sundries, 


steamer Malacca, sailed on 3lst 
or Rotterdam :—-350 baleshemp. For 
= 10, cases cigars.:For Copenhagen :— 
: cr Liverpoo]:—-340 bales hemp. 
bs: waste -silk. -For Lon- 

packages sundries, ‘2 


6 ,casesvigars, . pack- 
1,946 -bales:-hemp, 101 cases.’ 


ate: effects 


4 $13; - channege or business to report in 
Cottons can be }- 


& 


EXCHANGE. | - t 
Monpay, 5th Febraary. 
On Lonpon.— 
- Telegraphic Transfer F 
Bank Biiis, on demand ............2/0,% 
Bank Bills, at 30.days' sight... 2/04 

On Lonpow.— | 
Bauk Bills, at 4 months’ sight ...2/0 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight ee hoe 
Documentary Bills, 4 months’ sight 2/! 

On Papis.—Bank Bills, on demand ...2554 
Credits 4 months’ sight ...............259 

On GERMANY.—On demand ...............2084 

On New YorxK.— 

Bank Bills,ondemand ... ..... «0... . 49§ 
Credits, 60 days’ sight ..... Waaawbedtads 60 

On BomBay.—Telegraphic Transfer .. 

On Catcuria.—Bank, on demand 
Telegraphic Transfer ...............008 1 
Bank, on demand ...........cccceeeces 

On Suaneuar.—Bank, at sight ......... 
Private, 30 days’ sight 

Jn YoxoHama.—On domand ............ 

On Manita,On demand...,.. 

On SrnaaporE,—On deman 

On Bartavia.—On demand ...... 

On HarpHona.—On demand 

On Satcon—On demand 

On Banarkox.—On demand ; 

SEVEREIGNS, Bank's Buying Rate..... $9.80 

Gop Lwar, 10 fine, per tael. ........ 852.10 

BaB SILVER. per 0%. .......c0666 cecesceeeee 80f 


FREIGAT. 
Messrs. Wheelock & Co.’s Freight Market Re- 


‘Since writing our last there has been little change 
inthe market. Cargo going forward is made up of 
the muck and truck sort, and there is a scarcity of 
that. Steamers are, consequently, not doing very © 


, | Dairy Farm 


CHINA OVERLAND-TRADE REPORT, _ 


= 


Alhambra 


Banke— °° 5) 7. ae 
Hongkong & S’hai.. 
National B.of China 

A. Shares ... 

Bell’s Asbestos E. 


China-Borneo Co. 
China Light & P. Go. 
China-Provident ......| ‘ 


Cotton Mills— 
BEWO e222, sevievcesceahis 
Hongkong .......s6406 
’ International ...\.. 
Laon Kung Mow.... 
Soychee ..isscccecsebes 
t 


m. oes 
Docks & Wharves— 


Farnham, B. & Col.. 
H. & K. Wharf & &. 
H. & W. Dock ...|.. 


New Amoy Dock $63 [$17 


"Shai & H. Wharf]../Tls, 100.|Tlg. 280 


| port,dated Shanghai January, 18th, 1906, states:— ' 


Fenwick & Co., Geo... 


G. Island Cement. ... 


well. Coastwise.—Tonnage is over plentiful, Hongkong &C. Gas]..| 
rates are ruinous, charters have been as low as95 “Hongkong Electric].. 


cents from Moji to this. 


0. New 
H. H.L.T conway. 


From Hankow per Conference Steamera.—To Hongkong Hotel Co! 


London and Northern Continental ports 46/-per 
ton of 40, ft, plus river freight. To Genca, Mar- 


freight. To New York (via Suez), 32/- per ton of 
40 c. ft. 


land), Tea, G. $1} cents per lb. gross, plus river 
‘freight. To Shanghai; Tea and Genera! Cargo, 
Tl. 1.80 per ton, weight or measurement. 


_ HARE REPORT, 
Honaxone, 2nd February, 1906.—There is 
nothing of.any imprrtance to report; business 


' | isstill very dull, but rates generally are fairly well 


maintained, Exchange on London 2/0} T.T. 
Banks.—Hongkong~and Shanghais have 

declined (o $895, at which rate shares are 

obtainabl’. Gatest London quotation £96. Cs. 


t. Nationals still wanted at $38, 


-:MaBiIngE INSURANCES.—Unionshavechanged 
hands at $735. China Traders can be had at 
$91. Cantons are firmer and are wanted at 
$325; ; 
. Free Ingurances.—Hongkong Fires are 
obtainable at $325, and a small business has 
been done in China Fires at $38. 


Su1ppina.—There are sellers of Hongkong, | Refineries— 


Canton and Macao Steamboats at $26. Indos 
have advanced and are firm at $97. China and 
Manilas have been dealt in at $20; no change 
to report in other stocks under this heading. . 

REFINER1«8.—China Sugars. Sales have béen 
made at $2074 and $208 for cash, and at 
$213/215 for March, also at $216 for May and 
$218 for June; the market closes firmer with an 
incipient demand at $210 cash. Luzons are 
wanted at $25. 

Munrna,-—Raubs are on offer at $44. 

Docks, WHARVES AND Gopowns.—Hong. 
kong and Whampoa Docks have beeé dealt in, 
and can be had, at $165. Kowloon Wharves 
are obtainable at $108. Farnhams have declined 
te Tls. 128, and Hongkew Wharvoa to Tl. 230,. 

Lanps, Hotes anD Burip1nes.—Hong- 
kong Lands are to be bad at $120 ex dividend. 
and West Points at $53 ex dividend. Humph- 
rey’s bave changed hands, and can be pe tg 
other. 
stocks under this heading. : 

Corton M1iis.—Hongkoug 


placed at $144; other stooks unchanged 


_,Misce.Langous.—Green Islands are steady 


‘at $30. Hongkong Electrics (old shares) are 
‘been placed at $154. .°.Hongkeng ‘Ices. 
deat $245;. other stocks ‘under. this: 


heading 
call for no remarks.:: 


seilles or Havre 41/6 per ton of 40 c. ft. plus river 


| 


| 


Hongkong Ize Co 
Hongkon ¢* Rope Ca... 
kong 8S. Waterbcat 


plus river freight. To New York (over- {nsnrances— 


$20 |888, sal 
$25 . 
$50 |$325, sellers _ 
£5 |Tis, 924 o, Ss 

$100 |$735, sales & buy. 
3170 ; us 


Land and Buildings— 
H’kong Land Invest, 
Humphreys’ Estate 
Xowloon Land & B. 
Shanghai Land...|.../T 
WestPoint Building 


Mining— _ if 
Charboniages ....,.|ces.250 {$400 
Baubs...sceccese -z.| 18/10 |$44, sellers 

Philippine Co. ..1......{. $10 

China Sugar........ 

Luzon Sugar.....J... 

Steamship Compan 
China and Manila... 
Douglas Steatnshi 
H., Canton & M,].. 
Indo-China §.N. ¢ 


Shell ort C i 
Do. Posted a 


are want 


{$91, sales & sellers 


bch acre 


os emerald saamtawt ail: 


SE  , 


\ 
! 
t 


oR 
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SHIPPING. 
. ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST. 
"Man, . 
-January— ARRIVALS. _ 


25, Anna, Norwegian str,. from Wuhua. 

95, Dalhi, British str., from London. 

25, Elis. Rickmera, Ger. str., from Bangkok. | 
25, Haimun, Sritish str., from Swatow. 

25, Heleye, German str., from Hoihow. 

25, Koon Shing. British str., from Wuhu. 
25, Quinta, German str., from Chinkiang. 
95, Syferny, German str., from Nagas ki. 

25, Zaide, British str, from Rangoon. . 

26, Glenogle, British str., from London. 

26, Hsinchang, Chinese str., from Shanghai. 
28, K. Park, British str., from Chingwantao. 


. 26, Kostroma, Russian trspt.. from Cdessa. 


96. Oceana, British str. from Shanghai. 
26, Pathan, British str., from Foochow. 
26, Shahjeban British str., from Saigon. 

26, Tean, British str., from Manila. 

26, Tientein,;British str., from Shanghai. 
26, Trigonia, Dutch str., from Sumatra. 

26, Triumph, German str., fron Shanghai. 
27, Borneo, German str., from Sandakan. . 
27, Bourbon, French sir.. fram Saigon. 

27, Dakota, British str., from Seattle. 

27, Diadem, British oruiser, from Saigon. 
27, Germania, German str.. from Chinkiang, 
27, Holstein, German str.. from Haiphong. 
97, Ithaka, German str., from Chinkiang. 

27, Machew, German str., from Bangkok. 
27, Nanshan, British str., from S$: gin. 

27, Oacar IL., Norwegian str, from Moji. 
97, Potchaburi, German str., from Bannkok. 
27, Shawmut, American str., from ‘Tacoma. 
98 Chinkiang, British s r, from Wahu. 

98, Cranley, British str., from Chingwantao. 
98, Gregory Apcar, British str., from Calcutta. 
98, Loongmoon, German str., from Chinkiang, 
98, Malacca, British str., from Y: kohama. 
98, Paoting, British str., from Shanghai. 

28, Stentor, British s{r., from Shanghai. 

28 Taiwan, British sir, from Saigon. 

98, Vincent, British ship. from Philadelphia. 
29, Alesia, German str., from Moji. 

99, Anping, Chinese str., from Shanghai. - 
99 Castor, Norwegian str., from Tsingtao. 
99, Chibli, Brilish sfr., from Nagasaki. 

29, Roon, German str., from Yokohama. 
99, Rubi, British str., from Manila. § 

29, Taiyoan, British str., from Yokobama. 
29, Yuensang, British str.. from Manila. 
$9, Choysang, British str., from Canton. 


30, Hangsang, British str. f om Shanghai. 


30, Hue, French str., from Haiphong. 


ye 


) 
| 
| 
| 


30, Korea, American str., from San Francisco. 


30, Stiklestad, Norwegiau sfr., from Kobe. 

30, Suisang, British str., from ‘aleutta. 

30, Thyra, Norw. str., from Kuchiuotzu. 

8), Asama, British str., from Calcutta. 

$1, Avale, British str., from New York. © 

31, Baralong, British str., from London. 

31, Daigi Maru, Japanese str., from Tamsui. 

81, Denbighshire, British sir., from London. 

31, Flora, British cruiser, from Singapore. 

31. Haimun, British str., from Swatow. 

31, Helens Menszell, German str., from M oji. 

81, Hogue, British ‘cruiser, from Mirs Bay. 

81, Kaifong, British str. frcm Iloilo. | 

31, Mad. Rickmers, Gar: str., from Bsugkok. 

$1, Queen Alexandra, British whaler, from 
Christmas Island. 

~ $1, Scandia, German str., from Hamburg. 
31, Tjiyanas, Dutch str,, from Kobe. 

81, Signora, German str.. from Baugkok. 
‘eb’ 

: 1. Bonaventure, British cr, from Shanghai. 
1, Cape Corriente, British str., from Moji. 
1, Hailan, French str.. from Pakhoi. — 

1, Nubia, British str., from Loudon. 

1, Tjilatjap, Dutch str., from Macassar. 

}, Zieten, German str.. from Bremen. 

9, Courtfield, British str., from Bombay.. 
, 2. Haitan, British str, from Coast Ports. 

2, Helene, German str., from Hoihow. 

9) Laisang, British str.. from Calcutta. 

2, Taming, British str., from Manila. 
3, ‘African Monaroh, Brit, str.; from Australia 
3, Eastern, British str., from Australia. 
3, Fooksang, British str. from Swatow. . 

-§, Hanoi, French str., from Haiphong. 

- 3’ Hans Wagner, Ger. str , from Swatow. 
3, Johanne. German str., from Haiphong. 

8, Tsinan, British str., from Australia. 

8, Wik, German str., from Mororan. 

8, Yeddo, British str., from New York. 


( 


-] Mrs. Gore, Miss S. Wallace, Messrs. C. Hoff- 
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January— DEPARTURES. 
25, Anping Maru, Jap. str., for Shanghai. 
25, Austria, Austrian str, for Shanghai. 
25, Justin. U.S. supply ship. for Shanghai. 
25, Raleigh, U.S. cruiser, for Amoy. 
26, Delhi. British str., for Shanghai. 


26. Manchuria, Amr. str., for San Francisco, 


27, Anoa, Norwegian str., for Canton. 
27, Fooksang, British str., for Shanghai. 
27, Malaya, Russian trapt., for Odessa. 
27, Oceana, British str., for Europe. 
27, Pathan, British str., for New York. 
27, Volute, British str.,.for Balik Papan. 
27, Zafiro, British str., for Manila . 

28, Achilles, British str, for Shanghai. 


| February— 


28 Amigo, German str., for Saigon. 

28, Daijin Maru; Japanese str.. for Tamsni. 
28 Decima, German str., for Swatow. 

28) Haimun, British str., for Swatow. 
28, Koon Shing, British str., for Canton: 
28, Loongmoon, German str., for Canton. . 
28. Tientsin, British str., for Canton, . 
29, Chink ang, British str., for Canton. 
29, Germania, German str., for Cantor. 
29, Paoting, British str., for Canton. | 
29, Shawmut, Amr. str., for Tacoma. 
29, Trigonia, Dutch’str., for Canton. 
40, Alesia, German str., for Ham' arg. - 
30, C. Diederichsen, Ger. str., for, Haiphéog 
31, Chihli, British str., for Canton. : °°” 
30, Cranley, British str, for Durbar: 
3U, Haiching, British str., for Coast Ports. 
30, Helene, German str., for Swatow. 
30, Hongkong, French str., f + Haiphong.’ 
30, Ithaka, German str., for Canton. * 
90, Quinta, German str., for Canton. 
30, Stentor, British str, for London. 
3°, Taiwan, British str., for Chinkiang. 
3), Taiwan British str., for Manila, 
30, Zaida. Britis’ atr., for Singapore. 
31, Choysang, British str., for Shanghai. 
31, Dakota, British str., for Seattle. 
31, Glenogle, British str., for Amoy. 
31, Hangsang, British str., for Canton. 
31, Holstein, German str.. for Hoihow. 
3, (tue, Freach str., for Haiphong. 
31, Kumsang. British str., for Calcutta. 
31, Malucca, Britush str., for London. 
31, Roon, German str., for Europe. 
3!, Taishun, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 
31, Triamph, German str., for Shanghai. 
31, Vorwartr, German str., for Saigon. 


1, Gaimun, British str., for Swatow. 

1, Otterpool. Brifish str.. for Maulwein. 

1, Paoting, British str., for Iloilo. 

1, Q. Alexandra, British whaler. for N’saki. 
1, scandia, German str., for Shanghai. 
1, Tientsin. British str., for Ningpo. 

1, Zieten, German str., for Shanghai. 

2, Anghin, German str., for Swatow. 

2, Birsloag, British str., Nagasaki. 

2, Hongkong Maru, Jap. str., for S F’sisoo. 
2, Kwongtah, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 
2, Oscar IL., Norwegian str., for Sourabiya, 
2, Tjipanas, Dutch str., for Macassar. 

3, Denbighshire, British str., for Nazvasaki. 
3, Fri, Norwegian str., for Tsintao. 

3, Kansu, British str., for Kobe. 

3, Loongmoon, German str., for Shanghai. 
3, Machew, German str., for Bangko%. 

3, Nubia, British str., for Yokohama. 

3, Petchaburi, German str., for Bangkok. 
3, Rubi, British str., for Manila. 

3, Taiyuan, British str., for Australia. 

3, Wingsang, British str., for Shanghai. 
3, Yuensang, British str., for Manila. 


PASSENGER LIST. 
ARRIVED. ; 
Per Oceana, from Shanghai: for Hongkong, 


man, N. Dallas, G. B. Cuthinson, H. J. Reid, 
K. P. Wadman, Mr. and Mrs. Imockh, Measra. 
B. Atkinson, G. H. Potts, R. E. Kadolio, Lewis 
Plommer, R. H. Parker, M. H. Buyers, &. D. 
C. Wolf. P. W. Massey, C. R. Tozer, G. She- 


-| bury, F. H. Crossley and A. H. Bardon. - 


-|and Mrs. Jennings an 


Per Delht, for Hongkong from London, Mr. 
W. Cameron, Mr. Furney ; from Gibraltar, Mr. 
4 children, Private 
Peckham and Mr. Jacquets; from Port Said, 
Sergt. and Mrs. Thompson and child; from 


-| Colombo, Mr. and Mrs. Edwards, Col. Tarze, 


‘ Mrs, Binnys and 2 children, Mrs. Tusby and 4 
children, Master Tushy, Messrs. Mordaunt, 


Vasconullos, D. M. Mestri and Ramchandra 


Gargos; from Penang, Mr. and Mrs. Sielokon; 


___|_ |_| Fobroary 5, 1996. 
from Singoapre, Messrs. P. Solomon, Hughes, 
Jamieson, F. Walker, Capt. Toke, Mrs. Yoko-. 


ane, Mr. Makaki, Mrs. Schuss, Messrs. Kohiara, 


Minami, 8. Okomoto, Adler and‘J, Meréoki; . . 
for Shanghai from London, Mr. Blake, Mr, 
Whyte, Mr. and Mrs, Little; from Mareeilles, 
Dr. and Mrs. K. Wilde, Messrs. Middleton, 
Paton, Lieut. and Mrs. Gastrell; from Brindisi, 
Mr. Finlayson; from Colombo, -Mr.: Yakawa; - 
from Penang, Mr. A. D. Hallifax; from Singa- 


] por Messrs. J. West, Toyonaten, Yoshitan 


kikoda, D.-Matsumoto, K. Yamamato, Mrs. 
Woods. and Mrs. Otomo; for Nagasaki from 
Marseilles, Mz.. Schwartz; from London for 
Yokohama, Mrs. Smart, Mr. Nisbet; from Mar- 


seilles, Mr. Michel and Mr. Coduri; from Port 


Said, Mr, Mrs. und Miss Hoyt. - ; ; 
Per Korea, from San Firanciged, Xe., Mr. and 

Mrs, J. H. Schoonmaker, Messra. A. W. Walter, 

J. H. Ankram, Miss S. Bolton, Mr. 8. Uchigaki, 


“Mr. and Mrz..A. Falter. Mr. Edward Hartley, 


Mrs..H. E. Héacook, “Miss A.‘ Heacock, Messrs. 


-: TH Jones, W; Kautorann, Harry E. Laughlin, é 
"| Misa §. K. Matks,:Miss H.-A. Mead, Messrs. F. 


J. Montgomery, J. 8. Nichol, Miss -Mand-E. 


Gleson, Misa Clara Taite, Mr.-E. P. Whitten, 


|Mrs. A. P. Whittell, Miss Floreuee Whittell, 


Mr. W. E. Wilson, Mr. and Mrs. E. Kishevitch, © 


-Mr. C. RB. Burkill, Mrs. Sutherland, Mr. J ~Mo- 
‘| Pherson, Mrs. Irvine, Messrs. Hayes,’ Moutrie, 


Byrne, Mr. and Mrs. N. Bake. Ie 
- Per D tkota, from Seattle, Mr. and Mrs. Fred; *™ 


“| Gobel, Mr. and Mra’ Wm. D, Reid. Mr. ‘and 


Mra Wm. Wallace, jr, Maj. and Mrs. L. H. 
Walker, Mrs. H. C. Bates, Mrs. Mary D.:Ward. 
Mrs. F. Sou‘hern, Mra. F. Allen, Mrs. F. G. 
Morse, Miss A. Cunningham, Miss Hasel XK. 
Ingalls, Miss Ida Stevens, Miss Bessie Wallace, 
Ensign W. D. Greetham, Ensign R. W. Kass- 
ler, Asst. Surg. L. H. Wheeler, Messrs. J. V. 
Quintos, J. E. Bilis, L. Rich, J. H. Wallen, G. 
F. Bateman, T. Wroe, A. C. Drabble, K- Ihara 
and Zun Chamow. 
DEPARTED. 


Per Manchuria, for China and Japan ports, 


Con.-(len. F. D. Cheshire. Mrs. W. H. L. Barnes, 


Mrs. F. L. Macondray,. Messra. R.S. Thompson, 
J. L. Parks, Mrs. L. F. James and ohild, Mr. C. 
P. Alan, Mrs. D. Russell, Mr. and Mrs. 8. 8. 
Someh; for Honolulu, Mr. B. J. Lord, Miss 
Olga Krootchoff and Mr. D. Jamieson; for San 
Francisco, &c., Mr. Chas. Read, Mra. BE. M. 
Chase and child, Mrs. J. H. Borland, Messrs. 
W. W. Cook, L. W. MoCollnm, Mr, and Mrs. 
A. J. Mehl, Mesers. W. H. Wilson, T. B. Glover, 
Mr. and Mrs. F. G. Colby, Mr. J. Mustaros, 
Mr. and Mrs. L. M. Coho, Mr. A. Preston, Mr. 
and Mrs. W. M. Milne, Messrs. C. F. Roth, J. 
Maroroft, FE. L. Tyrrell, F. A. Fuller, and Dr. 
R. Neiderhof heim. : 

Per Oceana, from Hongkong for Singapore: 
Mr. W. J. Schmidt; for Bombay, Mosers. 


‘| Dastur, P. D. Gotla and J. Currim; for Mar- 


seil'es. Rev. and Mrs, Dewstoe, Mr. Scott, Mr. 
and Mrs. Thos. Powers; for London, Rev. and 
Mrs. A. lliffand family, Dr. Oberlander, Messrs. 
E. W. Cooley and HU. H. Dearborn, Miss B. 
Dearborn, Messrs. E. J. Finlinson. C: Tuker, 
A. B. Chalmers and EB. W. Wilson; from 
Yokohama for Brindisi, Capt. W.C. Pakenham; 
for London, Mr. Moxon and Mrs. Fairburst;: 
from Shanghai for Singavore, Mr. H. J. M. 
Froidville and Mrs. M. Blair; for London, Miss. 
O, Curry, Mrs. A. Browa and Mr. -C. FB, 
Smith. : 

‘Per Dakota. for Seattle, &c., Mr. and Mrs. 
Wm. Wallace, Miss Wallace, Messrs. Ernest 
Daniels, J, F. MoConnochie, T. Wroe, H. J. 
Wallen, A.C. Drabble, A. Gray, E. ¥. Bateman, 
Tozer, J. L. Hagh O’Niel, b. B. Manchester, 
R. Suter. B. Atkinson, A. Dallas. C: L. Huey, ~ 
USN. J. W. Morse. Mrs. W. ©. Favorite, 
Mre Detzor and son, Messrs. G. B. Atkinsop, 
T. Sakata, Mr. and Mrs. Ww. 8. Gray, Miss 
Grace Fulton. Mr. and Mrz E. Z. Simons, Rev. 
Robert Irving. Mr. T. McDermott and Miss 
Hakoshims. ; : 
- Per Rubi, for Manila, Messrs. W. J. G. 
Whiley, J. 8. Nichols, Mra. F. L. Bach ‘and 
child, Miss Isami Machida, Mr. Heinrich Jacoby, 
Mr. aod Mrs. Steeger, Mrs.and Miss Heacook, 
Printed and. published by Benteam Avaviatus | 

Haze for the Concerned, at 10a,. Dés' Vaux. 
Road Central, City of Victoria,. Hongkong, 
London Office 181,-FlestBtrect, E.C. ° 
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